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LETTER 


To the Right Reverend the 


TVC 


2 Occaloed by 
DD I 8 P * IN 8 
1 


OU AK E R. 


The SECOND EDITION. 


„ 


Printed for T. Coop ER, at the Globe, in 
Pater-nofter-Row, 


M occxL1, 


My LOR D, 
Au ſenſible of the Preſumption of 
= this Addreſs; and nothing could 
have encouraged me to undertake 
it, but the Importance I apprehend 
tue Subject of this Letter to be of 
— to the Welfare of our National 
Church, in the Guardianſhip of which your 
Lordſhip ſo worthily bears a conſiderable Share, 
and for the excellent Principles whereof you have - 
always ſo ſeaſonably and ſucceſsfully expreſſed the 
greateſt Zeal. Two laſting Inſtances of which are, 
the good Effects of your Lordſhip's truly PasTo- 
RAL LETTERS 1n general, and the many learned 
and ingenious Detections of the Errors of the Ro- 


— 


miſh Church, wrote in conſequence of your Ap- 


prehenſion of Danger to theſe Nations from the 
Aſſiduity of her numerous and peſtilent Emiſſa- 
ries. Such Examples of your Lordſhip's Influ- 
ence, are ſufficient Motives to determine thoſe 
who conceive our Church in Danger, from any 
other Quarter, to whom they ought to apply, 
and from whom there is the greateſt Probability of 


Redreſs. — Theſe Conſiderations have induced me 


to take the Liberty of preſenting to your Lord- 
ſhip's Peruſal the Subſtance of a private Converſa- 


tion; being conſcious that, though, merely as 
ſuch, it cannot hope for your Lordſhip's Notice, 


yet 


$4 


yet when it appears to have been on a Subject of 


the greateſt Weight to the artleſs Diſputants, and 
of the ſame Nature with what at preſent are fre- 
quent in moſt Companies where Religion happens 


to be the Topick of Diſcourſe ; I truſt, from your 
Lordſhip's known Candor and Impartiality, that 


it will not be thought unworthy your Regard, 
though preſented in a Dreſs much inferior to what 
I with myſelt capable of offering your Lordſhip : 
Nor have I any Hope of Excuſe tor this Freedom, 
but what flows from a Perſuaſion that the Since- 
rity of my Deſign will atone for the many Imper- 
fections which may attend its Execution. 


THe Progreſs of the Opinions of the Q AK ERS 
within theſe few Years, and that favourable 
Judgment of their Tenets, which at preſent ſeems 
ſo generally to prevail among the Members of 
our Eſtabliſhed Church, and ſhewed itſelf fo openly 
on occaſion of the late Tythe Bill, is yet far from 
being ſubſided 3 and calls for the Attention of all 
who have any Regard to the excellent Doctrines 
of the Church of England, and the Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom: For the Induſtry 
of theſe People ſeems not at all equalled by the 
Defenders of our Church, our beſt Writers being 
wholly filent on that Head; unleſs we except a few 
Tracts lately publifhed on the ſingle Article of 
TyTHEsS; which, I am afraid, betray as ſtrong a 
Regard in the Authors to their own Temporal In- 
tereſts, as tor the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 


I MvsT beg leave to inform your Lordſhip, 
that, tor ſome Years, J have lived near a Quaker, 
with whom I have had a good Correſpondence ; 
and we have mutually endeavoured to oblige each 
other, our Genius's being nearly of the ſame Caſt, 
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84 
and our Leiſure Hours much alike. In converſing 
with him I took the greater Pleaſure, as he is a 
Man of too much Senſe to obſerve thoſe trifling 


Singularities in Speech and Deportment, which 


ſeem now chiefly to diſtinguiſh the weaker Mem- 


bers of that Community, He appeared always 
well confirmed in his own Opinions, but a Con- 
temner of none. For eight Years, I do not re- 
member we talked as many Minutes on Religion; 
being both unwilling to ſtart a Subject, from which 
we had little Hopes of reaping that reciprocal Sa- 
tisfaction which any other Topick ſeldom failed to 


afford us: Nor had it ever, I believe, become the 


Theme of our Diſcourſe, had not a very near 
Relation of mine lately declared himſelf of their 
Profeſſion. I was not able to conceal my Concern 
on this Occaſion, nor to avoid expreſſing myſelf 
ſomewhat warmly to my Kinſman on account of 
his Change; which happening ſoinetimes when my 
Friend was in Company, he always endeavoured 
to palliate Matters with all the Tenderneſs to us 
both that could poſſibly be expreſſed. In one of 
theſe Lectures, my Apoſtate Kin/man, as I called 
him, propoſed, if we both approved, to ſet an 
Evening apart for a Converſation wholly on Reli- 
glon, or on the Principles and Practices in which 
the Communities we were Members of moſt dit- 
tered from each other: And at the ſame time he 


aſſured me, that, whatever I might imagine, he 


was yet ſo unbyaſſed as to be influenced in his fu- 
ture Profeſſion entirely by the Event of the Diſ- 
pute; which, he ſaid, he thought he might very 


ſafely promiſe, as he believed us both Men of equal- 


ly good Intentions, and of ſufficient Knowledge 
an the deſigned Subject to give the beſt Reaſons of 
our reſpective Parties for the Eſſentials in which 
they differed; and more than that, he added, 
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could be of little Signification in reſpect to Duty, 
however material ſome might think it in point of 
Speculation. . 

TR ERE was ſomething ſo candid in this Offer, 
that I could not, without the Appearance of 
Weakneſs or Prejudice, reject it; and it was 
alſo accepted by my Friend. I ſaid, indeed, 
that ſuch a Conference might be rather a Conteſt 
between the Talents and Reading of the Diſpu- 
tants, than a fair Repreſentation of the Pleas of the 
Parties they undertook to defend ; but my Oppo- 
nent anſwered, in order to remove that Objection, 
it would be beſt for us both, previous to our ap- 
pointed Meeting, to take a Survey of the ſeveral 
Arguments on either Side, from the moſt gene- 
rally approved Authors on thoſe Heads that 
would probably fall under our Conſideration ; 
which he thought might not only add much to our 
Obſervations, but be a Means of avoiding the many 
unnatural Digreſſions which generally fruſtrate the 
Deſign of Converſations on religious Subjects. 
With this View we deferred our Meeting for two 
Months; and agreed to bring with us Notes, or 
Memorandums, of whatever we judged neceſſary. 


Dvurins this time I furniſhed myſelf with eyery 
thing of any Credit relating to the 2uakers that I 
was not already poſſeſſed of, and very carefully 
reviewed ſome Treatiſes which I had formerly ha- 
ſtily read over: I peruſed all the Pieces againſt the 
Quakers, written by Mr. Bug, Mr. Keith, Mr. Le/- 
ley, &c. and read, with very great Attention, the 
learned Dr. Bennet's Confutation of Quakeriſm, Mr. 
Patrick Smith*s Preſervative againſt it, and the ſe- 
veral Tracts occaſioned by the Right Reverend the 
preſent Biſhop of Durbam's Defence of Chriſtianity, 


and 
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and the late Biſhop Burne?'s Second Volume of the 

Hiſtory of his own Times: And as I proceeded, I - 

carefully minuted down whatever I thought perti- 

nent and concluſive on any Point of Difference be- 
tween our Church and the Opinions of the Qyakers, 
A the better to be prepared for what might occur 
in the Purſuit of our Deſign. 


L Tx appointed Reening being come, we'met 
B according to Agreement; and, that we might 
1 avoid the many Repetitions which commonly at- 
3 tend extempore Arguments of this Nature, I pro- 
3 poſed, That, as we were furniſhed, in Writing, 
9 with the principal Authorities for what we were 
* preparing to defend, it would not be amiſs to al- 
\ low each the Liberty of taking, in Writing alſo, as 
© much of his Opponent's Objections and Anſwers 
2 as he thought fit. This my Friend agreed to, pro- 
45 vided a Liberty was likewiſe granted of making 
Ea what Uſe we pleaſed of ſuch Obſervations; to 
which I conſented ; and by virtue of that Condi- 
tion I offer the Subſtance of our Diſpute to your 
Lordſhip ; humbly hoping you will excuſe the 
At want of Eloquence in a Diſcourſe on Religion, 
a Subject which, however it may attract our Eyes, 
and feaſt our Fancies in an elegant Dreſs, has al- 
ways been obſerved to ſubdue moſt Hearts in its 
natural Plainneſs and Simplicity. 


TIR Attributes of the Al MI OH being mu- ; 
tually aſſented to, it next followed to confider, 
What Rule be has given to inform us of his Will, and 


to render our Conduct agreeable to the End for which 
we were created ? 


THr1s Rule 7 aſſerted to be the ScrreyTUREsS 
which were written under divine Influence for that 


End, 
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End, and have been miraculouſly preſerved through 
Torrents of Deſtruction to this Time for the ſame 
Purpoſe; being eſteemed ſuch by the Believers in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; who, had there been 
a ſuperior Guide, muſt undoubtedly have known it; 
it being impoſſible to ſuppoſe thoſe miſtaken in the 
fundamental Principle of their Faith, who lived 
ſo near the Time of our Saviour's Appearance 
upon Earth, and muſt have had the beſt Opportu- 
nities of ſearching into the Nature and Privileges 


of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. 


My Friend aſſerted the Chriſtians Primary 
Rule of Faith and Practice to be the Hol v 
SeIRIT; from whence, ſaid he, the Scriptures 
are derived, like the Stream from the Fountain, 
as the Scriptures themſelves all along declare ; and 
the Manner in which they were always delivered, 
ſufficiently evinces they were never deſigned for 
more than a Secondary Help, and that only by 
the Miſtance of the ſame Spirit which produced 
them, which muſt ever be the Seal of their Au- 
thority. For Example: How ſhall I know the 
Scriptures to contain my Duty to Gop, and to my 
Neighbour? Perhaps you will anſwer, that they 
are ſufficiently proved to contain theſe, and all 
other Duties, by having been the ſole Guide of 
the firſt Believers, who, by following the Precepts 
therein contained, obtained peculiar Marks of Fa- 
vour from Heaven; and therefore recommended 
them in that Light to their Succeſſors; in conſe- 
quence of which all the Councils of the Church re- 
cetv*d them as a complete Rule of Chriſtian Faith, and 
put their Seals to their Authority, tranſmitting 
them as a /uff:c:2;:t Guide to all following Ages. But 
this Plea is of no Weight when you conſider, that 
whatever. you own to be the Cauſe of your be- 
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lieving the divine Authority of the Scriptures, you 
acknowledge to be a Primary Rule to the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, and worthy Superior Regard ; 
fince you can then regard hem only as recom- 
mended by it; whether it be a Decree of a Council 
of Biſhops, Sc. or the Traditions of your Fore. 
fathers. 


In anſwer to this, I e1TED many Texts of 
Scripture that recommended the Scriptures as the 
beſt Rule of our Actions, and only Oracle of our 
Faith ; particularly where the Prophet refers the 
Fews to- the Law, and to the Teſtimony; where 
CRRISH commands us to Search the Scriptures, 
and commends the Bereans for ſo doing; and to 


prove them a complete Rule, I quoted the Words 


of St. John, where he ſays, If any Man ſhall add 
unto theſe Things, God ſhall add unto him the Plagues 
that are written in this Book: And endeavoured to 
ſhew the Excellence and univerſal Uſe of a Written 
Guide, from its making every Man that knows us, 
equally with ourſelves, Judges of our Faith and 
Conduct; while an Internal Guide, being only to 
be underſtood by a Man's ſelf, leaves him at Li- 
berty, under Pretence of obeying a Leader whoſe 
Voice cannot be heard by another, to plead an 
inward Authority for his Practices, when, per- 
haps, they are ſcarcely conſiſtent with unenlightened 
Reaſon ;z whereas the ſame written Fords muſt al- 
ways bear the /ame Senſe, while Fancy or Enthuſiaſm 
may perſuade Men to believe that to be the divine 
Will, which is no more than a wild Imagination, 


or a Chimera of a diſtempered Brain. 


To which my Opponent replied : IT is a very dif- 
ficult Taſk to demonſtrate, from what you have 
yrged, or any thing that can be added, That the 
ALMIGHTY 
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ArmicnuTty deſigned the Scriptures for the /ole, 
or even the principal R u L x to his Church. For, 
what were the Scriptures in the time of the Patri- 
archs? What in the time of David? David, in- 
deed, tells us of meditating in the Law of God; 
but, in his Days not many Books of our Preſent 
Scriptures were wrote, and, probably, fewer col- 
lected together: Whence it is more probable that 
this Law of Gop was the Divine Will, which was 
in an extraordinary manner made known to him 
on ſeveral Occaſions, than any written Rule exiſt- 
ing at that time. And what are the Complete Scri- 
ptures at this Day, is not eaſily determined; ſome 
Churches eſteeming that a Part of the Infallible 
Law, which others reckon no more than amuſing 
Stories. Beſides, wo had the Care of collecting 
theſe Writings, and WHEN was it done? The Eer- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtorians tell us of much Diſpute and 
Contention in the General Councils on this Head, 
and that one Aſſembly frequently diſannulled what 
another had enjoined. When CHRISH was upon 
Earth, he mentioned, as you have obſerved, IHE 
SCRIPTURES; but what then bore that Name, 
we can no farther tell, than that it is probable he 
alluded to The Prophets, whoſe Writings are ſtill 
preſerved, and ſome others which are now loſt : 
For, certain it is, that the beſt, and, to us, by 
much the moſt uſeful Part of what we now call 
The Scriptures, i. e. the New TESTAMENT, was 
not then penned ; very little of the Subject- Matter 
thereof having then occurred: So that The Scri- 
Pures cannot always have been a complete, ſufficient 
Rule: For, had they been ſuch, when CRRIST 
mentions the Scriptures, what need was there of 
all the Goſpels and Epiſtles which followed, ſince 
no Rule can be more than complete and ſufficient ? 
Or, does it appear, from the Nature of ſeveral 
Books 


[9] 

Books of the New Teſtament, that they were de- 
ſigned, even at the Time of their Writing, to be 
Part of an Entire and Complete Rule to Chriſtians 
in all ſucceeding Ages? Were not ſome of them 
wrote on accidental Occaſions, on particular Sub- 
jects, ſometimes to particular Per/ons, and ſent by 
a chance Meſſenger ? Does not the Private and Mi- 


nute Matters mentioned in the Epiſtles fully prove 


this beyond Contradiction? 

War you infer from the Certainty of a writ- 
ten Guide, becauſe the ſame Words bear always 
the /ame Meaning, will be found wide of Experi- 
ence, when we confider the innumerable Meanings 
which have been drawn from the ſame Sentence by 
ſuch as have been allowed moſt capable of Inter- 
preting the Sacred Scripture: And, are there not 
many Places, which, to a Man unſkilled in Lan- 
guages, and unable to infer, compare, and diſ- 
cern very cloſely, contam Sentiments of apparent 
Contradiction to one another? As, among many 
other Inſtances: Are there not ſeveral Paſſages, 
beſides the Second Commandment, which poſi- 
tively affirm that the Child fall ſuffer for the Ini- 
quity of its Parent; and others that declare 
the Son /hall not ſuffer for the Father, nor the 
Father for the Son ? Do not ſome Texts attribute 
Salvation to the unalterable Will of Gop in ſaving 
the Elect, and others merely to the Merit of 
Good Works? Does not one Place imply no more 
than an Annihilation at Death, whilſt another aſ- 
ſures us of an Aſter-Exiſtence? In theſe, and the 
like Caſes, what muſt the illiterate Peaſant do? 
Muſt he determine for himſelf, according to his 
own Conceptions, though he differs from every 
body elſe, and be juſtifiable in ſo doing? Or, as I 
apprehend you will rather approve, muſt he con- 
dult the Learned Divines and Commentators, and 
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abide by their Deciſion ? Not to inſiſt on the Im- 
poſſibility of this being the right Step for his In- 
formation, let us for the preſent conſider it as ſuch, 
and view the certain Conſequences: If the learned 
Man he applies to, is his Rule in what Senſe to 
underſtand the Scriptures, do not the Scriptures 
thereby ceaſe to be any other Guide to this Man, 
than what his Interpreter chuſes to make them ? 
And, with Regard to this Enquirer, is not the 
Scripture as ductile in the Hand of the Explainer, 
as Clay in the Hand of a Potter, and liable to 
bear what Form he beſt approves ? 

Bes1pes this, the Warmth with which Men of 
different Sentiments generally enjoin their own 
Senſe of theſe Diſputable Texts on their Auditors, 
is often of bad Effect to People well affected to 
the Scriptures: A Man's Fondneſs of his own 
Sentiment being frequently ſo prevalent among 
Divine Inſtructors, of every Denomination, as to 
make them chuſe to bend their beſt Abilities to 
the eradicating ſome inoffenſive Opinion in their 
Hearers, to make room for another cqually inſigni- 
ficant, of their own, while the Practice of Chri- 
ſtian and Moral Duties, to Heaven, our Neigh- 
bour, and Ourſelves, are Topicks ſeldom men- 
tioned ; and when they do happen to be the Subject 
of a Diſcourſe, the Coolneſs and Tndifference with 
which they are declared, fall far ſhort of the Ri- 
gor, Concern, and Agitation with which an Opi- 
nion decried by another Society, is recommended 
and enforced, ſometimes on Penalties little ſhort 
of Damnation! Thus, from the Pulpit, we have 
been told that in oppoſing a Church of England 
Clergyman, we immediately oppoſe the Ar- 
MIGHTY, and that every Churchman muſt be- 
lieve King Charles I. in the moſt elevated Hea- 

vens; 


* 

vens; whilſt others, of the fame Community, 
aſſure us, if we conform to the Church fo far 
as to ſupport her Miniſters, we may uſe our Dif- 
cretion as to paying them any farther Regard, 
and affirm that the abovementioned unfortunate 
Prince was no better than he ſhould be. Thus are 
People inflamed with Heat and Prejudice about Tri- 
fles, from a Belief of the Neceſſity they are under of 
obeying their ſuppoſed Inſtructors : And, as Texts 
of Scripture are brought in Defence of all this, 
many unthinking Men are induced to leave Real 
Religion unheeded, and fit down with the greateft 
Satisfaction at having obtained the Name of a 
Stout Churchman, or Honeſt Whig : And on their 
Leader's ſounding the Alarm of Danger being ap- 
prekended to the Party, are too ready ſo far to 
fall beneath the Temper of a Chriſtian, as to uſe 
their Brethren with that Cruelty which is ſcarce 
known among the Nations we call Barbarous 
imagining that they do Service to the Chriſtian 
Caule, by aſſerting their Opinion at all Events; 
though, very often, there 1s not in the whole 
Scriptures the leaſt Foundation for the "Tenet for 


which they are ſo zealous. 


SUCH are the unavoidable and flagrant Effects 
of truſting to or HER Men the Explanation of our 
Duty; which yet muſt be the Caſe where-ever the 
Scriptures are conſidered as the ſole Guide of 
Chriſtians; many being unable to come at the 
Senſe, or even to know a Word of them with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of another. Theſe, and the like 
Conſiderations, make it evident to me, that the 
ALMIGHTY could never deſign for our Guide to 
Happineſs, a Rule ſubject to ſuch various Con- 


ſtructions; and which, ſhould we ſuppoſe it to 


have been full and clear at firſt, was liable, on 
| C 2 the 
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the very next Tranſcript, (for I never heard the 
Tranſcribers were inſpired) to be, by Deſign or 
Accident, interpolated or abridged, to the Addition 
or Loſs of a Precept of the utmoſt Moment : Be- 
{ide this, was it not all along in Danger of being 
ſnatched from us by Fire and Deſolation ; and is 
not much of the Senſe and Meaning of it inevita- 
bly loſt by every Tranſlation ; which yet it muſt 
undergo to be intelligible to the greateſt Part of 
Mankind? In a Rule deſigned for all Men to 
walk by, it is hard to imagine a Poſſibility of two 
Meanings, one unneceſſary Word, or any of theſe 
Difficulties in a Man's coming at the Knowledge 
of what ſo nearly concerns him! So generous and 
beneficent a Being, as we muſt believe the DE IT v 
to be, I cannot perſuade myſelf to think would 
give us a Primary Rule of Conduct to ALL Man- 
kind, which many who have it cannot underſtand, 
and which Great Part of the World never hear of. 
The Holy Spirit is the only Guide therefore, which, 
as Obedience to it is required of ALL, ALL 
are poſſeſſed of, in a Degree ſufficient to anſwer 
the Will of their CREATOR, in every thing con- 
ducive to their Peace Here, and Happineſs Here- 
after. 

L am ſorry you mentioned the Sentence of the 
Apoſtle where he ſays, If any Man ſhall add unto 
theſe Things, &c. for I bluſh to anſwer that Ob- 
jection; ſince the Occaſion of its being urged by 
ſome Men of great Reputation as a Seal to the 
Divine Writings, ſeems to me to ariſe from nothing 
more than that Book's happening to be placed laſt 
in our Collection of the Holy Records; nor do I 
think that Senſe would ever have been drawn from 
it, had it chanced to have been placed in the 


Middle of the New Teſtament. 
Is 
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ty fine, to conclude what I have to ſay on this 
Head; That the Holy Spirit was deſigned for our 
Superior Guide, is eaſily proved from the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, which abound with Declarations 
of its Office; particularly where Feremiah declares 
that in the Goſpel Day People ſhould not want to 
be taught of their Neighbours, for that Gop would 
place his Law 1n their Hearts, &c. where CHRIST 
promiſes his Followers that he would ſend them 
the Spirit of Truth to LEAD and up E them, Sc. 
where St. Paul declares that the Grace of Gop x as 
appeared unto all Men, T EACH ING them, Sc. 


Theſe are plain Texts, that need no Comment 


to clear them, and contain a Doctrine equally 
obvious and beneficial; a Doctrine which through 
the whole New Teſtament appears the Peculiar 
Benefit of the Goſpel Diſpenſation; however, 
from various Intereſted Views, it has been ſince 
deſpiſed ! 


My Friend having fpoke a pretty while on the 


, laſt Article, deſired I would open the next, which 


we thought was, moſt naturally, that of the Mi- 
NISTRY. 


I began with obſerving, Tua the Neceſſity of 
Miniſters, or Teachers in the Church, being denied 


by no Society of Chriſtians that I had ever heard 


of, what lay upon me was to prove the Conformity 
of our Divines to the Models laid down by the firſt 
Chriſtian Teachers, who were Men ſet apart 

the Blefſed Author of our Faith, for the only Pur- 
pole of inſtructing his People; and who, by vir- 
tue of the Power committed to them, appointed 
others to aſſiſt them in the important Office of the 
Miniſtry, and endowed them with Power to tranſ- 
mit the ſame Gift and Charge to as many 4 hey 

oun 
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found worthy ſo great a Truſt ; who had alſo a 
Power of Conſtituting others, that the Church 
might never be deſtitute of Men divinely inſpired 
| 4 with Grace and Ability to convince the Unbeliever, 
I fix the Wavering, reſolve the Doubtful, ſtir up 
* the Negligent, inſtruct the Ignorant, reform the 
| is Evil Doer, and comfort thoſe who are of ſound 
Faith. This was evidently the Office of the firſt 
Miniſters z who being /eleFed from their Brethren 
for that Purpoſe, always found it a Charge requi- 
ring the utmoſt Exertion of their Abilities, and 
the entire Reſignation of all other Employments 
and Temporal Purſuits ; which were immediately 
found incompatible with that Attention to the 
Divine Will, which was neceſſary to execute the 
16 Truſt committed to their Care. Thus came the 
firſt Diſtinction of Chriſtian Teachers: And when 
the Church ſo miraculouſly increaſed, as to require 
| a large Augmentation of ſpiritual Guides, it was 
Fit found expedient, for the Benefit of every Mem- 
15 ber thereof, that the moſt eminently enlightened 
bt of them ſhould each take upon him the Care and 
Inſpe&ion of a certain Number of his Brethren in 
the Miniſtry, who were to be under his Direction 
in whatever he judged neceſſary to the Advance- 
ment of the Chriſtian Cauſe ; and alfo to have a 
ſtrict Eye that no Pretender to the Divine Fun- 
ction of the Miniſtry, perverted the Weak and 
Unwary. Theſe Superior Servants of the Church 
were the Predeceſſors of the preſent Biſhops, and 
of every true Chriſtian Biſhop to our Time; who 
had all along the Power of Ordaining and Ap- 
pointing ſuch Perſons to the Holy Office as they 
if found properly qualified for it; and on whom 
they had the Power to beſtow a Portion of that 
Miniſterial Gift which was derived to them from 
the Apoſtles, for that End. This being the primi- 
a tive 
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tive and conſtant Method of the Church, no Per- 
ſon, without ſuch Appointment from a Biſhop, 
can be a Goſpel Miniſter, or any other than a 
vain Pretender to that Name, which mult always 
carry with it a Degree of that Holy Un&ion 
which firſt diſtinguiſhed the Prieſt from the Peo- 
ple; and which can only be had from the Hands 
of ſuch as have received it in a regular Deſcent 
from thoſe who were firſt favoured with it. 


0 this my Friend anſwered: Tax Office and 
Duty of the Miniſtry I allow to be what you de- 
fined it; but that Perſons were at firſt /et apart 
ſolely for the Diſcharge of it, and ſecreted from 
all Temporal Concerns on tbat Account, is what TI 
cannot apprehend from Scripture, whatever the 
Uſage of the Firſt Ages of the Church might be: 
it being pretty plain that the great St. Paul, and 
ſeveral other of the Original Miniſters, laboured 
with their Hands, in order to avoid becoming 
chargeable to their Proſelytes, which, while they 
could, appcars their Duty from the Words of their 
Commiſſion: FREELY you have received, FREELY 
dre &c. And, if their Doctrine and Labour in 
the Goſpel was to be given FREELY, it is a natu- 
ral Inference that their Bodily Support muſt come 
from ſome other Quarter, either Perſonal Sub- 
ſtance, or, where that was wanting, from their Law- 
ful Buſineſs ; which looks very little like being et 
apart for Religious Service only, When a Man 
has nothing but his Hands to ſupply his Neceſſi- 
ties, and the. Diſcharge of his Miniſterial Duty 
prevents his ſupporting himſelf, THEN, doubtleſs, 
we ought to maintain him; but not when he can 
maintain himſelf: For, you cannot but obſerve 
that, ſhould he take any other Earthly Reward 
for Preaching, he would act contrary to the An, 
2 O 


[ 70 
of his Office, his Goſpel Labours being no other, 
according the Scripture Idea, than an Obedience to 
the Divine Will, which is ſuppoſed to be obeyed 
for its own Sake, and not any other View what- 
ever; the Primitive Miniſters having declared 
they found ſufficient Reward in a Conſciouſneſs to 


having faithfully acquitted themſelves in the Mini- 
terial Office. As to ---- | 


Here I interrupted, and deſired to know, WHETHER 
it was not highly improbable that a Man whoſe 
Head 1s involved in the many Cares and Perplexi- 


ties which attend providing for a Family, can be 


as capable of the Miniſtry, as one who, having his 
Temporal Wants ſupplied without his Care, has 
nothing to prevent his whole Mind being employed 
in the careful and religious Execution of his Di- 
vine Calling? And whether the many indifferent 
Diſcourſes delivered by Tradeſmen in the Quakers 
Meetings, are not Inſtanges of the Neceſlity there 
is of freeing Men's Minds from worldly Concerns 
when they undertake the Miniſtry? 


. He replied: Hap the Scheme of Chriſtianity 
been firſt made up of Scholaſtick Terms and Diſtin- 
Etions, Scholars would then have been the only 
proper Expounders of its Doctrines, and Mecha- 
nicks could not have been ſuppoſed the proper 
Explainers of its Tenets: But, to me, it appears to 
have been far otherwiſe; Plainneſs and Simplicity 
being the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſticks of the Goſ- 
pel Diſpenſation, and of its firſt and moſt ſucceſsful 
Teachers: And our Saviour took all Opportu- 
nities to caution his Followers, by Precept and 
Example, from paying extraordinary Regard to 
Learning, particularly the School Divinity of the 
Fews, at that time in high Repute; wherefore 5 

6 choſe 
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choſe the moſt unſkilful in Science for his imme- 
diate Meſſengers; a perpetual Monument of the 
Inſignificance of Study and Rhetorick to a Goſpel 
Miniſter. 

As to the Iliteratèe among our Teachers being 
an Example of the Want of Learning to a Chri- 
ſtian Miniſter, I apprehend ſeveral of what may 
rightly enough be called their wwo7ſ# Diſcourſes, 
may have excellent Effects on Minds of the ſame _ 
Reach, where an eloquent, ſtudied Sermon, would 
be ſcarcely intelligible; it being hard for a Man 
of high Reaſoning and Language to form a pro- 
per Inſtruction for Judgments of Perſons of the 
loweſt Claſs. 

WRAr I have faid I think enough to prove 
our Miniſters upon a Bottom more agreeable 
to the Goſpel Model, than thoſe of your Church, 
who, I am ſorry to have Occaſion for ſaying it, bear 
a very ſlight Reſemblance to the original Promul- 
gators of our Faith! Where is their Contempt of 
worldly Grandeur, Titles, and Riches! their Po- 
verty ! their Meekneſs! their Humility! and their 
Perſeverance in taking Care of the Flock firſt put 
under their Direction! — Nor will it, I believe, 
be much to the Advantage of your ſelected Guides, 
to take a ſhort View of the Progreſs of by far the 
greateſt Number of them to the Miniſterial Au- 
thority. — I aſk the firſt Motive to, and End 
propoſed by, fitting a young Man for the Holy 
Office. Is it the Glory of God, or the Hopes of 
having him temporally well provided for? the In- 

 ftrufion of Chriſtians, or Views of Advantage? And 
what a' poor Evidence in favour of a Spiritual 
Call is the obliging Men thus deſtin'd and educa- 
ted on purpoſe for the Miniſtry, to declare, before 
they can be admitted, that they think themſelves 
called by the Holy Ghoſt to that Office! When, 
D | very 
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very oſten, the Perſon affirming this, well knows 
that little more than a Tender Mother's Fondneſs of 
a black Gown, or, perhaps, a Father or Uncle's 
poſſeſſing the Gift of a Benefice, was the real Cauſe 
of his being clerically inſtructed : Whence we of- 
ten ſee a Man put into a Reverend Black Robe, 
whoſe natural Capacity reaches little beyond the 
Plough ; and ſometimes a Perſon profeſſing him- 
ſelf, and received by others, as a Miniſter of the 
meek and long-ſuffering Ixsus, who has not ſo 
tar ſubdued his own unruly Nature, as to bear a 
trifling Contradiction with that Calm and Serenity 
which is required from every undiſtinguiſhed Chri- 
ſtian! And, that the uſual Methods of Prepara- 
tion to the Miniſtry produce not the Temper of 
Mind which ſeems to be inſeparable from a true 
Goſpel Miniſter, is obvious from daily Experi- 
ence: But for Example, let us ſuppoſe one of 
your Spiritual Guides, /et apart after the Manner 
of your Church, for the Service of CHRIST, in 
your Place with me here: . You know it is his Du- 
ty to reclaim me if in an Error; imagine us ſo 
far advanced in the Diſpute as to give me an Op- 
portunity of queſtioning his Authority over me, 
farther than I thought conſiſtent with Scripture 
and Reaſon: Mark the good Man! Does he 
mildly endeavour to confute my ſuppoſed Miſtake ? 
or, after pronouncing me an obſtinate Heretick, 
Infidel, or ſomething worſe, ſtalk majeſtically from 
my Prefence, deeming me zncorrigible, as to every 
Eſſential of Chriſtianity? 
I nave digreſſed thus far, with Deſign of 
ſhewing you, in the eaſieſt Manner can, the In- 
efficacy of the ſo much extolled Education for the 
Prieſthood: W hich inſtead of rendering young Men 
conformable to the Scripture Plan of CHRIST 
iinifters, too frequently produces a very contrary- 

0 Effect, 
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Effect, by ingrafting in them a ſuppoſed Superio- 
rity over their Brethren, before they well know 
themſelves, or their Office; which is apt to beget an 
aſſuming Haughtine/s, and imperious Method of In- 
ſtructing and Diſputing, and frequently retards 
the Progreſs of very great and well-exprefſed 
Truths: Whereas with us, no one being inveſted 
with more Authority than another, he who believes 
it his Duty, ſtrives to inſtruct his Brethren the 
beſt he can; and, as his Motive to teach 1s not 
ſelſiſb, fo an earneſt Attention is the leaſt we 
can pay to his friendly Attempts to improve 
us, ſince they muſt be allowed to be well de- 
ſigned, however ſhort they may fall of the End 
propoſed. Whence, I apprehend, it comes, that 
a voluntary Regard and Tenderneſs to our Mecha- 
nick Teachers is obſervable in our People, white 
your deep-ſtudied and ableſt Divines are found in 
frequent Fewds and Animoſities with their Pariſh- 
ioners, about ſome Party Diſpute, or their Right 
of Maintenance; while two Sermons a Year, to 
a People who pay for two a Fortnight, are thought 

an ample Diſcharge of a Spiritual Engagement. 
Bur, to return where you ſtopped nie. As to 
the Inſtitution of Biſhops, I do net remember 
finding it mentioned in Scripture : And thoſe Paſ- 
ſages which are urged in behalf of the Preſent 
Biſhops of your Church relate to Matters which 
in our Day make a very inconſiderable Part of 
the Epiſcopal Office; it being hard to trace any 
other Diſt inction in Scripture than aroſe from Vir- 
tue and Piety; a Biſhop being a Man of more ex- 
emplary Holineſs of Life than his Brethren, 
though of no more Authority over them than was 
given him by their voluntary Deſires to obey his 
Directions. This Deference is {till due to à Chri- 
ſtian Biſhop ; but this Regard to Merit only is not 

D 2 a 
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thought ſufficient by moſt who bear that venerable 
Name; who are fonder of the Regular Succeſ- 
ſion you took ſo much care to prove; which yet 
I can not think requires any other Confutation 
than is conveyed by the Aſſertion of deriving Pure 
and Unpolluted Spiritual Authority and Inſpiration 
i from a Church, which the Boaſters of this De- 
bi rived Gift renounce. as Erroneous, and Unchriſtian. 
| I well know, many nice and almoſt inconceivable 
Diſtinctions have been made by thoſe that are fond 
| of this tranſmitted Authority : But I think it a 
1 needleſs Controverſy ; ſince it would be an odd 
. Suppoſition, to think that Gop left his Church 
f without Miniſters duly qualified for his Service, 
becauſe the great Perverters of his Doctrines re- 
1 jected ſuch as were too good to conform to their 
Tis Innovations. Had the Romi/þ Church particularly 
excommunicated every Biſhop ſince the Reformation, 
would they therefore have been the Worſe; and $ 
what Reaſon then is there to ſuppoſe her Approba- | 
tion could make them the Beller? 2 
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J anſwered, TnAr Biſhops were mentioned in 
Scripture, though the Ceremony of their Inſtitu- 
tion is not particularly deſcribed ; and the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians muſt have been well ſatisfied in that 
Reſpect, ſince they carefully ſupplied and kept up 
the Succeſſion in the Church, and always eſteemed 
them the Fountains whence the Gift of the Miniſtry 
proceeded to all ordained or appointed by them: 
And, though the Biſhops of Rome might, in ſome 

Things, be equally liable to Failings with other 
Mien, yet having been properly appointed Them- 
ſelves, they ſtill had a Power of beſtowing the 
miniſterial Gift on Others, as effectually as if they 
had neyer committed thoſe Enormities for which 

| they are blamed ; it not being poſſible for them to 
. injure the Diving Spring of Authority which was 
1 | | | conveyed 
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conveyed through them to others, however they 
might abuſe themſelves : The Gift of the Miniſtry 
being no way inherent in the Man, and can be ſup- 
poſed to be no farther concerned in the Actions of 
the Poſſeſſor, than he acts in his miniſterial Capa- 
city 3 that being a publick character, widely diffe- 
rent from his private Obligations to Society, for 
which he is accountable as a Chriſtian only, not as 
a Prieſt, 

BuT, were one even to allow that your 
Miniſtry bears ſome Affinity to the firſt Goſpel 
Teachers; whence derive you the Authority you 
give Women to appear in the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry ? Surely, you will not plead, Scripture here; it 
being earneſtly prohibited by the Apoſtle on ſome 
of that Sex offering to undertake that Office : 
Let the Women learn in SILENCE with all Sub- 
% jection : But I ſuffer not Women to TEACR, 
nor to uſurp Authority over the Man, but to 
c be in SILENCE ;”” and after theſe Texts, the 
Apoſtle ſhews, from the Nature of her Creation and 
Fall, the Unfitneſs of a Woman's pretending to 
direct a Man, whom Nature and Providence have 
placed over her, to protect her Perſon, and inform 
her Underſtanding, How a Superiority can be 
maintained over a Perſon that we acknowledge our 
Inſtruftor, JI can not conceive; Teaching being the 
greateſt Authority that can be afſumed, and moſt 
. exalted Character can be poſſeſſed, and therefore 


always made the Buſineſs of Men, under the Old 
as well as the New Law. 


My Friend replied: WAT EVER Streſs you 
may put on theſe Words of the Apoſtle, I ſee 
no Reaſon for underſtanding them as ſpoke of 


preceding, he was directing the Dreſ of Women 
to be plain, and in thoſe following he promiſes 


their 


| 
if 
it 
1 
1 
i 


Public Preaching, ſince in the Words immediately 
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their Preſervation in Child- bearing; neither of which 
r much Relation to the Office of a Miniſter, 

and are ſufficient Proofs that the Silence here meant 


was a Silence to the Inſtruction of the Huſband 


at Home, where Subjection is neceſſary, to the 
| Preſervation of Peace and QCEconomy ; and that 


the Apoſtle did mean no more, is obvious from 


ſeveral other Parts of his Epiſtles. 


I anſwered : SyovuL ny theſe Words be really de- 


figned as you interpret them ; yet will the Preach- 


ing of Women remain a flat Contradiction to one 
of the warmeſt Declarations this Apoſtle ever 
made, and which cannot, with the- leaſt Shadow 
of Reaſon, be underſtood in any other Senſe than 
thatof anexpreſs Prohibitionof Womens Preaching 
or Praying in Publick Aſſemblies: JI mean Part 
of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Corinthians; where his 
Subject being particularly to regulate the Religious 
Meetings of the Believers, to reform the Abuſes 


'that had already crept in among them, and to 


eſtabliſh a wholeſome Diſcipline in that Church, 
he ſays, immediately after obſerving that Gop is 
not the Author of Confyften, Let your Women 
keep SILENCE in the CHuRcues, for it is not 
permitted unto them to 8PEAK ; and, after ſhew- 


ing the Agreement of this Precept with the Law, 


and referring Womens Speech to their Homes, he 
adds, For it is a SHAME for Women to SPEAK 
in the CHUuRcn. Surely you will not offer to re- 


duce this to a Domeſtick Doctrine! 


He rejoined: No: But the Speaking here 
mentioned was proper to be practiſed at Home, 
and conſequently was not Preaching for the Edif:- 
cation of the Church, or with that Deſign, is evi- 
dent from the Words you omitted: For this Speak- 


ing 
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ing was no other than an mpatient aſking of 
9veſtions, during the Time ſet apart for Preaching 
and Prayer, which the Apoſtle adviſed to be aſked 
at their reſpective Abodes: Let your Women keep 
Silence in the Churches; for it is not permitted 
unto them to ſpeak : — And if they will LEARN 
any thing, let them Ask their Huſbands at 
Home: Which Learning, and Acting, bear a 
Meaning widely differing from Teaching and In- 
ſtructing Others; which not being here any way 
intimated, cannot thereby be prohibited. 
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To this I ſaid: TI AGREE with you, that Preach- 
ing is not here mentioned : But Speaking in the 
Church, at all, is forbid in Women; and it. is 
pretty hard to imagine how they can Preach with- 
out SPEAKING. 


0 

Wl 
" 
| 


He replied: Tnhovon Words are uſed in Preach- 
ing, and therefore they who Preach, muſt, in that 
Senſe, be owned to Speak; yet Speaking in this 
Place is forbid as an improper and indecent En- 
quiry after the Solution of Things which aroſe 
in Womens Minds while in Aſſemblies of Wor- 
ſhip. This was certainly blameable, and ſach 
Speaking ought never to be countenanced: But 
Preaching, or Propheſying, which the beſt Com- 
mentators ſay are generally ſynonimous in the New 
" Teſtament, were always by the Apoſtle conſidered 
as the Effect of Authority divinely ſuperior to the 
Speaking of Men or Womens own Accords; he 
eſteemed it a Charge of the moſt important Na- 
ture, and which required the utmoſt Care in all 
who were favoured with it, whether Men or Wo- 
men, as appears in the Directions he has given to 
Women, as well as Men, for performing this Office, 
when he directs that every Man ſhould Pray or 

Propbaꝶ 
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Propheſy with his Head uncovered, and every 
Woman ſhould Pray or Propheſy with her Head 
covered. Had it not been frequent for Women to 
be endowed with thoſe Gifts, this Direction would 
not have been given, becauſe it could not have 
been wanted ; And this Inſtance alone would be 
ſufficient to prove that Women were approved as 
Preachers at that Time; but there are numerous 
other Paſſages that put it beyond all Diſpute ; 
eſpecially the Citation which St. Peter brings from 
the Prophet, and repeats to the Fewws as fulfilled 
at the time of his Speaking; And it ſhall come 
to paſs in the Laſt Days, (ſaith Gop) I will 
«© pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your 
Sons and your DauGHTERs ſhall Prophely ; 

* — And on my Servants, and on my Hanp- 
„ MAIDENS I wlll pour out in thoſe Days of my 
„Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy.” Here is the 
Authority of the Old and the New Teſtament, 
for the Propheſying or Preaching of Women under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation; which is alſo corrobo- 
rated by the Examples occurring in the Writings 
of the Apoſtles: Philip the Evangeliſt had four 
Virgin Daughters who propheſied: St. Paul men- 
tions, and recommends to the Faithful, Nomen who 
had LABOURED with him in the Goſpel, were 
SERVANTS of the Church, and LaBouRERs in 
the Lord: And Anna, on the moſt extraordinaryOc- 
caſion that ever was, preached publickly in the Tem- 
ple. Under the Law alfo are Inſtances of Wo-: 
mens being . made the Inſtruments which God 
| choſe for making his Will known to the People: 
* And I think it "enough to add, that agrecable 
1 to what I have here advanced, our conſtant Ex- 
perience has been; and, as at the firſt great Pour- 
ing forth of the Holy 'Ghoſt on all preſent, Wo- 


men were not excepted, neither are the religious and 
good 
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good Women of our Time excluded the Liberty 
of declaring what they believe their Duty to im- 
part to their Brethren, whether by way of Infor- 
mation or Reproof: And when what is preached 
is found to be beneficial to the Edification of the 
Church, it would be a ſtrange Objection to its 
Uſefulneſs, to urge the Difference of Sex! And, 
leſt you ſhould imagine none ſince the Time of 
the Apoſtles vindicated the Lawfulne/s of Womens 
Preaching, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, That it is 
no more than Luther aſſerted in the moſt expreſs 
Terms; and never met with much Contradict ion 
on that Account; though, under a falſe Notion 
of its being a New Doctrine, and peculiar to 


Ourſelves, we have thereby incurred the bittereſt 


Reproaches, as if it had not been zew only, but 10 
very diſagreeable to Chriſtianity, as to render its 
Advocates unworthy the common Civility due to 


every Member of Society. 


Here I anſwered: NoTwiTHSTANDING your 
Unwillingneſs to have your Womens Preachins 
reckoned a New Doctrine, that no one Denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians, except your own, allow, them 
that Liberty, is certain, beyond Contradiction ; 
though I own you have offered more in its De- 
tence than I expected; but, however Lawtul it be 
for them, or Men, to preach in the Publick Aſ— 
ſemblies of Chriſtians, what can you ſay in Vin- 
dication of an Aſſembly met for Prayer and 
Preaching, and departing without either the one 
or the other, or hearing ſo much as a Word uttered ? 
The Deſign of Preaching, is to inſtruct; and the 
Intention of Publick Prayer, openly to praiſe our 
CREATOR; but I do not tee either of theſe Ends 
can be anſwered by a profound Silence; nay, if Si- 
LENCE is ſufficient for theſe Purpoſes, and they 
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[ 26 ] 
can be obtained without Outward Sermons and 
Prayers, where is the Neceſſity of meeting in a 
Publick Manner at all? Since S1LEnce in my 
Cloſet, is the ſame thing with SILENCE any where 
elſe, and is capable of receiving no additional 
Benefit from Company, though it .may thereby 
be diverted from the little Advantage that ſome- 
times attends a ſerious Meditation on Religious 
Subjects when alone. 


Ir is ſo common, ſaid he, to defpiſe thefe Meet- 
ings of Silence, as the Reſult of mere Stupidity and 
Folly, that I do not at all wonder to hear you ex- 
preſs yourſelf on this Head with an Air of Surprize: 
And yet this ſilent Waiting is agreeable to the Prac- 
tice of the People of Gop in all Ages; nothing 
being more frequently mentioned and recommen- 
ded than a WAIT ING on the LoRD, in the Old Te- 
ſtament. David very ſtrongly enforces this Wait- 
ting: Wait on the LorpD; be of good Cou- 
„rage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine Heart: 
« Wair, I ſay, on the LoRp:“ And the Prophet 
Iſaiab, with the like Concern, declares, that thoſe ' 
who wAiT upon the Lorp ſhall renew their 
Strength, c. And by our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles the WaiTinG upon Gop is ſo often 
commanded, as to render my naming, any of the 
particular Texts, unneceſſary ; and that this waiting 
was a ſilent Attendance on the Divine Author of 
our Being, and a quiet and patient LISTEN ING 
to the Voice of Inſtruction which he promis'd to 
his Followers, can hardly be denied; for he ſays, 
that wherever two or three are gathered together 
in his Name, there he will be in the midſt of them: 
Now where HE is, certainly He merits the Atten- 
tion of thoſe preſent z and I can place this due At- 
tention in nothing but SILENCE, ſince a Congre- 

| gation 
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gation engaged in Preaching or Prayer, can not 
be ſaid to be Mailing, ſince thoſe Duties, according 
to the Examples in Scripture, ought to be the 
Conſequences of the Silence I have mentioned; 
the Nature of the Chriſtian Worſhip not per- 
mitting any Man or Woman to open their Lips, 
either in Teaching or Thankſgiving, before 
they find it required of them by that Power 
to which their Obedience is due: Then we hold it 
fit for them to preach or pray, and not before; be- 
cauſe we ſuppole that Sermons ſtudied and contriv*d 
beforehand, in the beſt Manner poſſible, are in- 
capable of Suiting the Conditions of the Caſual 


Hearers; and though they may abound with Lear- 


ning and found Doctrine, may yet be without 
ſome ſingle Hint or Warning which would reclaim 
a Profligate Mind there preſent, or ſtrengthen 
the Faith of a well-inclin'd Enquirer, This, 
according to our Idea of Worſhip, can never be 
the Caſe ; for, if a Man never takes upon him to 
inſtruct without the Authority of Divine Impulſe, 
he will always preach to the Immediate State of 
his Audience, and his Labours will be certain of 
ſome good Effects; or, at leaſt, he will have the 
Pleaſure to know he has done his Duty. 

Tus, when a Number of People are met to 
worſhip their Creator, according to my Concepr 
tion, they are to be ſilent with their Tongues, 
ſeeking after, and liſtening to CHRIST in their 
Minds. On him who, during this Waiting, finds 
ſome Precept, or Admonition preſented to his 
View, as neceſſary to be delivered to the Congre- 
gation, it is incumbent to preach, the beſt he can; 
preferring the Import of what he ſays, to the Me- 
thod of ſaying it. If no Member of the Aſſembly 
is ſenſible of this Concern, o one ought to preach z 
and, conſequently, the People there gathered muſt 
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part without hearing a Word ſpoke, and the Meet- 
ing be, as to outward Voices, a SILENT one. 
But, ſurely, it muſt not therefore neceſſarily be an 
Unprofitable one: The Experience of Divine Aid is 
no where in Scripture confin'd to Words: Wait- 
ing upon Gop was always acceptable to him, and 

et it was always a ſilent Work; to be perform'd 
beſt whilſt the Fleſh is ſtill; which cannot well be 
ſaid when the Tongue is employed: And the Occa- 
ſion of many of the Scripture Perſuaſives to Wait- 
ing and Silence ſeems to have been Mens Propenſity 
to Outward Teaching ; who, ever Fondeſt of that 
Duty in which Themſelves have the greateſt Share, 
were unwilling wholly to reſign all Opportunity of 
dazzling the Eyes of the Unwary with Religious 
Performances, and ſubmit their many. Ornamental 
acquired Talents to the Direction of the A LM IGHT , 
who never delighted in the Wiſdom of Man, but 
choſe a ſincere Sigh of Contrition before all the 
O blations that could be offer*d him under the Law, 
or the moſt eloquent Declarations of his Power and 
Mercy under the Goſpel. 

IT is ſaid by the Fountain of Authority, that 
Gop mult be worſhipped in Spirit; and the ſilent 
Worſhip is of all the moſt Spiritual Worſhip, ſince 
nothing but the Spirit can bear any Part in it. True 
Worſhip was always pleaſing to God, and can be 
perform'd by none but his real Servants : This Spi- 
ritual Worſhip is the Bleſſing only of the Sincere 
and Faithful, and can be experienc'd by none but his 
Followers; being much more agreeable to the 
Worſhip ſo often mention*d by the Writers of the 
New Teſtament, than that which, as it conſiſts 
in Forms and Obſervations that any Man can per- 
torm, is practiſed as caſily by the Abandoned, as 
by the Devout; with this bad Effect, that they 
who have been taught to believe it the Worſhip 

| inſti— 


[ 29 ] : 
inſtituted by the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, ſel- - 
dom look for any thing beyond theſe viſible Per- 
formances, and reſt contented in their Compliance 
with what they find may be fulfilled without much 
Trouble of Body or Mind: Which can never 
happen to thoſe who think Worſhip of a Nature 
purely ſpiritual ; for as they know Worſhip to be 
an incumbent Duty, they will naturally be put on 
Searching after ſo eſſential a Step to Future Hap- 
pineſs; and, as the Worſhip they preſs after 
can only be enjoyed by the Virtuous, and Clean of 
Heart, they muſt neceſſarily deſiſt from iniquitous 
Courſes, before they can experience it : So that a 

Perſon of this Principle, be his Intellects ever ſo 
F weak, can never be deceived ; there being nothing, 
ſhort of the Divine Favour made ſo much as an 
Object of his Notice; leſt it might, by ſtriking his 
Attention too ſtrongly, retard his Search after 


what he had firſt in View, and which alone can yield 
him a ſubſtantial Benefit. 
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T replied to this: ThE Advantages you ſpeak of 
are far from being ſa certainly attendant on what 
you call Silent Worſhip, as you endeavour to make 
them; and notwithſtanding your Attempts to ſwell 
the Inconveniences attending the Form of our Wor- 
ſhip, they have never been found of ſo monſtrous 
and dangerous a Nature as ſome produc'd by your 
Notion of Silent and Spiritual Service, What 
Extravagances have been aſſerted, as the Dictates 
of Heaven; and how many Indecent Abſurdities 
have been committed, under the wild Pretence 
of Obeying the ALMmicaTy's Voice within! 
— But amidſt your loud Commendations of the in- 
ward Enjoyment of Divine Love, is it not aſto- 
niſhing you ſhould diſregard the Ordinance which 
has by all Chriſtians, from Apoſtles to theſe Days, 

been 
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30 
been found the moſt certain Means of Communion 
with our Maker, I mean the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper ; nor do you pay more Regard to 
the Obſervation of Baptiſm; though both theſe 


are exprelsly inſtituted by Cyr 15sT, and committed 


to his firſt Preachers, to diſpenſe to his Followers, 
thereby to declare their Admiſſion into the Church, 
and Communion with its Bleſſed Head: Theſe, 
Sir, are Poſitive PRECEPTS, if there are any in the 
Bible; and, how you can fancy yourſelves Chri- 
ſtians, while you live in the open and profeſſed 
Neglect of them, I have always thought Matter 
of great Surpriſe ! 


My Friend replied: As to the Benefits accruing 
from theſe, it is needleſs to diſpute ; The Queſtion 
being, Whether they were commanded or not? Or, 
rather, ſuppoſing they were commanded, Hhether 
that Command was only Temporary, or is obligatory 
on Chriſtians to the End of Time? If we thought the 
Obſervation of them was expected from us, we 
ſhould, doubtleſs, obſerve them ; and it is a Be- 
lief of their not being required from Chriſtians at 
this Time, in the Manner your Church, and moſt 


other Profeſſions uſe them, that makes us live 


in what you call the open Neglect of them. 


To this I made Anſwer: As to the firſt of theſe, 
BayT1sM,nothing can be more plainly commanded 
than the laſting Obſervation of this Ordinance, in 
the ſo often repeated Text, where Chriſt ſays, Go 
ye therefore, and teach all Nations, Baptiſing 
t them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
« and of the Holy Ghoſt.” And, that the Bap- 
tiſm here enjoined was the ſame which we uſe, is 
evident from the Example of CHRIST himſelt, who 


was 
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was baptized with WATER, and the Practice 


of the Apoſtles through the whole New Tefta- 
ment. 


To this he ſaid: Tu Sentence you have citetl 
does, at firſt View, carry a Meaning much in your 
Favour; but, previous to an immediate Anfwer, 
it will not be amiſs briefly to conſider the Nature 
and Deſign of the Goſpel Revelation; one great 
Purpoſe of which was, to put an End to all Types, 
Shadows, and outward Obſervations whatever, by 
introducing the Subſtance which they had all along 
ſignified; agreeably to which, CHRIS, through his 
whole Miniſtry upon Earth, earneſtly corrected 
his Diſciples on the ſmalleſt Appearance of an In- 
clination for ſomething Outward and Ceremonious; 
and, on ſeveral Occaſions, ſhews the Repugnance 
of Rites and Sacrifices, Waſhings; &c. to his Spiri- 
tual Miſſion, which he aſſured them was deſigned to 
turn the Minds of Mankind Inward to their Ma- 


ker, and to aboliſh all the Outward Obſervations 


and Cleanſings, in which they had long fo fruit- 
leſsly delighted. 

CurisT Himſelf, I own, was baptiſed with 
Water, and he was pleaſed alſo to undergo the Ce- 
remony of Circumciſion fo that his conforming to 
the One, can be of no greater Weight as a Precept, 
than his ſubmitting to the Other: And John the 
Baptiſt, the Miniſter of Mater Baptiſm, declares it to 
be no more then a Type, or Forerunner of the Bap- 
tiſm of CHRIS, and conſequently muſt ceaſe when 
That commenced. ** I indeed, /ays be, Baptize 
you with Water, unto Repentance; but he that 
+ cometh after me is mightier than I: — He ſhall 
Baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
Fire.“ This Text I think alone ſufficiently proves 
CuR1sT's Baptiſm to be diſtinct from the Baptiſm 
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[ 32 ] 
of John; and, as you will ſcarcely inſiſt on there 
being 7wo Baptiſms enjoined, *tis certainly moſt 
agreeable to the Tenor of the Scriptures, to ſup- 
poſe Chriſt's to be the One True Baptiſm 3 which 
we ſee was not tobe with Water, as the only Diſ- 
penſer of Water-Baptiſm openly proclaimed ; and 
we muſt ſuppoſe him the beſt Judge of the Nature 
of a Commiſſion wherewith Heaven had Parten 
larly entruſted him. 

Tuis being premiſed, it is more than probable, 
that when our Sa vioux commiſſioned the Apoſtles 
ſaying, Go teach all Nations, Baptizing them, Ge. 
he meant his own Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; it 
being directed as a Conſequence of, or Act follow- 
ing their being taught; to Teach being their Pri- 
mary Command: And were it not, as I think it 
is, very plain that the ſpiritual Baptiſm was here 
meant, this Sentence would ſtill bear a Senſe not 
any way favouring the Practice of Baptiſm in your 
Church; becauſe you adminiſter it before there is 
a Poſſibility of the Receiver's being taught the 
Chriſtian Faith, or of knowing the Uſe or Impor- 
tance of the Ordinance whereof he is made a Par- 
taker. 


T anſwered: THERE is no Room to doubt but 
that Water Baptiſm was here meant, fince, in Obe- 
dience to this Command, the Apoſtles conſtantly 
practiſed it; and the Words of Chriſt on another 
Occaſion, put this beyond all Doubt, where he 
lays, very earneſtly, ** Except a Man be born 
again, of WaTER, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Gop;“ which ſup- 
poſes the Baptiſm of Water. as needful as that of the 
Spirit, and it is here placed firſt, as the neceſſary 
Step to the other, or the Means by which the other 
muſt be obtained. = 

e 
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He replied: Twoucn Vater and the Spirit are 
here mentioned with an Air of Diſtinction, it 
will not be found ſufficient to confirm the Uſe of 
Water Baptiſm, when we conſider how often Wa- 
ter 1s uſed to imply a cleanfing from Sin, or the 
Waſhing of Regeneration, which muſt be experi- 
enced before a Man can be born of the Spirit ; and 
there are many Places in Scripture that agree with 
this Senſe of the Word WATER; beſides which 
there is one Reaſon that obliges us to take it in this 
View, and that is this: It is ſaid, Unleſs a Man be 
born of Water, Fc. he cannot enter the Kingdom 
of Gop. Now ſhould we underſtand Water here 
to mean Outward Water Baptiſm, as practiſed 
among moſt Profeſſions of Chriſtians, we muſt re- 
ſign to Perdition the far greateſt Part of Mankind, 
who never heard of ſuch an Ordinance, and like- 
wile all thoſe among ourſelves, who, from the 
Opinion of their Parents, their own Judgments, 
or any other Accident, happen to die before they 
have been Sharers of that Ceremony! A Conſe- 
quence too ſhocking to be deſigned by the bleſſed 
Founder of our Religion, and too ſevere to be 
believed by any of his Followers; who dare ex- 
"clude none from taſting that Mercy, which, w/out 
any Claim of extraordinary Merit, themſelves have 
experienced. 

I THINK it is enough to add, that CHR 187 
himſelf did not baptize with Water; and St. Paul, 
whoſe Commiſſion was as extenſive as any of the 
Apoſtles, and who was as diligent in the full Diſ- 
charge of his Duty as the moſt zealous of his Bre- 
thren, rejoices that he had baptized but few, and 
declares that CHRIS F ſent him not to baptize, but 
to preach the Goſpel. 1 could ſay much more on this 
Head, but as the Plainneſs of. the few Texts I 


have mentioned always confirmed me in my Judg- 
ment 


341 


ment in this Point, I chuſe to conclude with re- 
marking, that the Baptiſm enjoined by our Sa- 
VIOUR was to follow a Reformation and Amendment 
of Life, and was to be the Seal of Acreptante into the 
Divine Felicity of the Saints with Chriſt : This 
we muſt underſtand of the Baptiſed in ſeveral Pal. 
ſages in the New Teſtament z and that this cannot 
be underſtood of all fuch as are Partakers of the 
Baptiſm for which you contend, is too obvious to 
need any Proof. 


J anſwered : As ſeveral Things I have to urge 
in Defence of the Communion, which is next to be 
conſidered, would bear as much Weight againſt 
ſome things you have mentioned on this Head, I 
ſhall not make any direct Reply to what you laſt 
offered; wherefore I defire you will give me your 
Sentiments relating to the Communion of the 
Lok p's SUPPER. 


IBELIEVT, /aid be, the Communion of the 
Body and Blood of CHRIST, as mentioned in the 
Scriptures, to be neceſſary to our Salvation; this 
C:mmunion, or Lord's Supper, as many are fond of 
calling it, I believe to be wholly Inward and 
Spiritual, A Partaking of Food proper for the 
Soul; which our SAv1ouR very aptly ſignified by 
Outward Bread, without which the Body not being 
able to ſubſiſt to the Purpoſes of Life, he thereby 
clearly intimated the Impoſſibility of the Saul's 
ſubſiſting without as conſtant a Supply of Divine 
Nou riſpment, as the Body required of Natural Food; 
a Metaphor familiar, and caſy to be underſtood 
by all; and perfectly agreeable to that Figurative 
Method of Expreſſion, which Chriſt uſed to his 
Followers on the moſt important Occaſions. In 
hort, all I can draw from Scripture concerning 

the 


( 3s ] 


the Outward Obſervation of Breaking Bread, and 
Drinking of the Cup, 1s, that it was uſed only as a 
Type to ſignify tbe inward by, that its Nature 
might be more eaſily apprehended, ws 


To this I replied: THAT the Participation of this 
Sacrament is of Inward, Spiritual Benefit, I believe 
much in the ſame Manner as you have expreſſed 
it; but then that zward Benefit cannot be experi- 
enced without uſing the Outward Means at firſt ap- 
pointed for its Conveyance : And the New Teſta- 
ment abounds with ſo many Inſtances of its Effi- 
cacy, and ſuch numerous Examples of its being 
practiſed in the Manner now uſed in our Church, 
as are ſufficient to convince any Man, who is not 
wilfully blind, of its being deſigned for our Obſer- 
vation in that, and no other Way ; and. that he 
who, be his Motive what it will, negle&s the 
Outward Viſible Obſervation of it, has but lender 
Reaſon to imagine himſelf a Chriſtian, according 
to the Goſpel Idea of one. CHRIS, you allow, 
broke Material Bread, and drank of the Elemen- 
tary Cup, at the time of his inſtituting this Ordi- 
nance: And in a moſt ſolemn Manner he com- 
mands his Diſciples to practiſe the s A ME; when be- 
ing on the Point of leaving them, it is ſaid, He took 
Bread, and gave it them to eat; ſaying, Tris zs 
my Body: And, bleſſing the Cup, he gave it them 
to drink, ſaying, Tris is my Blood: Tris do in 
Remembrance of me. That thoſe to whom this was 
ſpoke, underſtood it in a literal Senſe, is evident 
from their Inftant Obedience, in going about, 
breaking Bread: And the great Advantages that 
were to attend the worthy Partakers of this Bread 
and Mine, are fully expreſſed by our SaviouR 
himſelf: I am the Bread of Life: He that eat- 
* 2th of this Bread ſhall live for ever: Except 
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ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 
„his Bod, ye have no Life in you ;? this Fleſt 
and Blood, and Bread, which were to procure Eter- 
nal Felicity, were indeed. Spiritually to be under- 
ſtood, but not ſeparately from the Outward and 

Viſible Method, by which _ ey were to be 
experienced. 

Nay. the Practice of this bum Ordinance, 
among the Apoſtles and Primitive Believers, is fo 
very clear, that your moſt zealous Champions have 
not ventured to deny it, but rather chuſe to ſuppoſe 
them moved to it by an over Zeal for outward and 
viſible Performances. Thus we often find them 
ſpeaking too lightly of this Blefſed Communion, 
and, if they impute to it no bad Effects, are ſure 
to ſtrip it of all good ones, and leave it as a mere 
Ceremony, Zifeleſs, and not of any Uſe : Where- 
as both Scripture and Experience prove it the great 
and Peculiar Benefit of the New Covenant: The 
Incomes of Divine Love, and the Renewal of In- 
ward Strength, being in no other Manner to be fo 
certainly and effectually experienced, as at the Ce- 
lebration of this Commanded Duty; which, for Six- 
teen Centuries, the Church was unanimous in the 
Practice of, and probably would have remained ſo 
till this Day, had not, very lately, a few Enthu- 
ſiaſts attempted to ſpread ſome upſtart Opinions 
againſt it, and endeavoured to overthrow the con- 
{tant Senſe of the Chriſtian Church, by ſome new- 
fangled Notions of a Diſordered Mechanick's Brain. 


To this my Friend made Anſwer: You ſeem 
much to glory in the Practice of the Apoſtles and 
Firſt Chriſtians, with Regard to this Ordinance: 
And, though I am far from having the too faſhi- 
onable Itch to depreciate their Authority, yet, in 
the Preſent, or any other Caſe, heir Example 

cannot 
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cannot be urged as a Precept to 15; nor are ww 
farther to approve or follow it, than we think it 
conſiſtent with the Deſign of their Divine Inftru- 
Hor; it being obvious from the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, that the Apoſtles miſtook the Senſe of ſome 
Paſſages, which at this Diſtance of Time we think 
are very eaſily underſtood; and differed in their 
Opinions as to the Abolition of a Fewi/h Rite, 
which, I preſume, you think expreſsly abrogated : 
Yet, without Doubt, they were holy good Men, 
divinely qualified for the Eſſential Parts of their 
Miſſion ; Men who were appointed to teach, and 
did actually teach, ALL Nations: If then they 
were wrong in reſpect to one Ceremony, it cannot 
be abſolutely neceſſary to ſuppoſe them right with 
regard to all others; and however diſpleaſed you 
may be with the Writers who attribute the Conti- 
nuance of this Outward Obſervation to their Miſap- 
prebenſion of CHRIST's Deſign, or a Biaſs to vi/ible 
Ceremonies, it will appear to have riſen from little 
other Foundation, on a free and impartial Review 
of the. Occaſion, Nature, and End of this ſuppoſed 
Inſtitution, 

TRE Account of it is given us by three Evan- 
geliſts: Two of them tell us that CHRISH took 
Bread, broke it, and gave it to his Diſciples, ſay- 
ing, This is my Body, &c. without taking any no- 
tice of its being commanded to be ſo much as once 
repeated; and only One ſays he added, Do ibis in 
Remembrance of me. Now had the Performance of 
this Breaking of Bread, Fc. been of that Weight, 
which moſt who practiſe it would have it thought, 
how can we ſuppoſe that 7wo Writers, whoſe Pens 
were guided by Divine Impulſe, would relate it 
barely as a Fact, without the leaſt Intimation of 
its being exjoined on Chriſtians for their perpetual 
Imitation; and no Command for its gar 
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be mentioned till ſome time after, by a Writer 
of Authority no way ſuperior to the former Two? 
Nay, St. Matthew is ſo very particular as to the 
Actions and Sayings of our SAviouR, that it is 
greatly ſurpriſing he ſhould omit a Command ſo 
important, and relate it only as a mere accidental 
Matter of Fact: Which, at leaſt, looks much in 
favour of my Neglect of the Outward Obſervation 
of this Ceremony; were Ieven to allow that the Com- 
munion, as uſed in your Church, and moſt other 
Communities, is the ſame with what was meant in 
the Words, Do This in Remembrance of me; 
which I have no Reaſon for granting, as will ſoon 
appear. | 

THE Queſtion then being, whether the Out- 
ward Imitation of CyurisT's laſt Supper be 
a Duty incumbent on Chriſtians? I anſwer, No: 
Becauſe in ſaying this is my Body, he meant no 
more than to ſhew to thoſe who were then pre- 
ſent, the Sudden Diſſolution of his Earthly Body, 
by the plain Figure of the Bread they were then 
breaking for their common natural Support. Any 
Senſe of theſe Words but this, will lead us to the 
Brink of Tranſubſtantiation, an Abſurdity not 
worthy Confutation : For I am unable to conceive 
a Medium: Either the Bread muſt be Bread, and 
conſequently not Chriſt's Body; or it muſt be His 
Body, and not Bread; and to avoid the Wildneſs 
of the latter Opinion, I always underſtood it ac- 
cording to the former ; to which I know nothing 
in Scripture contradictory: For CurisT's uſing 
Bread in this Place to ſignify his Body, is no more 
than he has likewiſe done by various other outward 
Objects, in as earneſt a Manner: And, ſhould Out- 
ward Bread be abſolutely meant as well as the I- 
ward, when it is ſaid, ** Unleſs a Man eat this 
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<< Bread he cannot inherit the Kingdom,“ a Con- 
ſequence muſt follow equally terrible with that I 
mentioned in the Caſe of Water Baptiſm, viz. ALL 
who pradtiſe it not, muſt be excluded Future Happi- 
eſs z which, ſurely, you will not offer to aſſert 
was the Meaning of the Merciful AurHOR of our 
Faith, who ſuffered for ALL, that ALL, might be 
ſaved. So that the Argument ſtands much on the 
ſame Foot with that of Baptiſm ; for, if the Saving 
Bread be the Inward Bread, the Outward is not the 
ONE ſaving Bread, and can therefore be no more than 
a Signiſication of it, and is incapable of bearing any 

t in the Power or Efficacy attributed to it, its 
Uſe being only to ſignify to the Believers the Spiri- 
tual Bread, and ceaſed to be of farther Service 
when the latter was underſtood and experienced. 
And another great Objection to the Uſe of this 
Outward Bread is, the bad Effect it is apt to have 
on weak Minds, by preventing their Enquiry after 
any Oiber Benefits than the Participation of the 
Outward Ordinance, to which, in the Method of 
Adminiſtring it, all the Bleſſings promiſed on eat- 
ing the Heavenly Bread, ſeem, to ſuch Minds, 
firmly entailed. Hence it happens, that many 
who behave with the moſt profound Reverence at 


the Celebration of this Communion, and receive it 


with all poſſible Marks of Veneration, on leaving 
the Table return to Practices that prove they have 
been no Sharers in the Bread ſpoke of by CHRIST. 
PERHAPs you will anſwer to this, that Perver- 
ſions happen to the beſt Inſtitutions, and are never 
allow'd to be Arguments againſt their Fitneſs and 
Importance: Generally this Objection holds right ; 
but, in the preſent Subject, can by no means be ad- 
mitted ; for, where no Outward Eating of Bread 
is held to be a Duty, thoſe who do not feek _ 
an 
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and poſſeſs the inward, muſt, if they read the New 
Teſtament, be conſcious of their being deſtitute of 
that Bread without which our Saviour declares 
no Man can inherit an happy Futurity; and on 
ſuch a Reflection, we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe any 
Perſon ſo careleſs of his own Happineſs, as not to 
deſire the Poſſeſſion of what is ſo neceſſary to his Sal- 
vation; and this Deſire is often the Beginning of 
a Reſolution and Diligence, much to the Advan- 
tage of ſuch Enquirers: — At leaſt, if a Perſon of 
this Belief thinks he has partook of the Heavenly 
Bread, it muſt be from ſome Inward Experience 
of Divine Miſtance; without which he can no way 
be induced to believe he has poſſeſſed it: Whereas, 
in Communities where the Outward Bread is offe- 
red as the Bread commanded, to be eaten in order 
for Salvation, it is more than poſſible, as I juſt 
hinted, that many may look no farther : Which 
Conſequence alone I think enough to evince the 
Danger of the Outward Obſervation, were there 
more Reaſon for believing it enjoin'd than ever yet 
appeared. * 

Tars is plainly, and without the Help of a Com- 
ment or Gloſſary, the real Scripture State of this 
Point: The Participation of this Heavenly Bread 
was always to be attended by an Increaſe of Spiritual 
Strength, and a Renewal of Divine and proper Sub- 
ſiſtence for the Soul: This we apprehend your Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper does not always and 
certainly produce; and therefore we cannot think 
it the intended Obedience to CHR IST's Expreſſion 
of Eating the Bread of Life, Sc. and for this Rea- 
fon, which we think tully ſupported by Scripture, 
and not for any other, we have no Ceremonial 


Adminiſtration of this Outward Bread; ſuppoſing 
it not required from Us: But, to ſuch as think it 
their Duty, upon mature Conſideration of all the 

Places 


1 
Places in Scripture concerning it, I never htard 
any ſingle Quaker ſay it might not be of Benefit; 
for, tothoſe who reſt not ſhort of the Heavenly this 
Earthly Bread can be no way burtful, though it be 
unneceſſary : Since the Performance of an,imagined 
Duty will afford the ſame Satisfaction of Mind as 
the Performance of a commanded one; the Since- 
rity of the Intention being the ſame in each. Caſe, 
and acceptable to Heaven, whatever Conſtruction 
Men may chuſe to put upon it. EO IE 
From hence it appears, in a; great meaſure, 
how little we have merited that Virulence and thoſe 
Hard Names with which we have been treated, for 
not ſeeing with the ſame Eyes that others do in Re- 
lation to this Communion z whilſt we have thought 
very: favourably of heir differing from us!. How 
often, for our Practice on this Article, are we 
ſtripped of the Chritian Name, rank'd among the 
vilelt. Infidels and Apoſtates, and pronounced unfit 
for Society ! Nay, ſuch is the Fondneſs of Mankind 
for their own /eitled Opinions, Right or Wrong, 
that, for many Years, whatever we preached or 
practiſed was preſently declared to be wrong, and 
contrary to Scripture, for no other Cauſe than our 
Preaching or Practiſing it. A very 47 Ex- 
ample of which is, that Contempt the Hol v 
SPIRIT which, twenty Years ago, fo univerſally 
reigned among 11 gat of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


who encouraged it, and 
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of them, mult neceſfarily be no more than an Error 
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not a fit Perſon to be conſulted on theſe Occaſions, 
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of Judgment, if it be an Error; for you cannot 
believe me in my Senſes, even as to my own Inte- 
reſt, which too generally prevails. and believe alfo 
that I neglect an attainable and infallible Means of 
Happineſs. Happineſs is what we naturally pur- 
ſue; and if in a Point of Religion a Man of good 
Morals thinks different from yourſelf, you muſt 
believe him ſincere; eſpecially where he can have 
no View of Intereſt from ſuch Difference. Should 


it be occaſioned by the Weakneſs of his Intellects, or 


his Want of Diſcernment, then he ought to meet 
with Pity; and a compaſſionate Deſire to reclaim his 


miſled Apprehenſion, ſhould prevent the Appearance 


of Diſlike and Reſentment : So that in neither Caſe 

e can deſerve Blame, much leſs I Uſage. But, 
on the other hand, when a Man expreſſes himfelf 
with no more than a modeſt Concern for a Religious 
Obſervation, the Performance whereof is principally 
inveſted in his own Perſon, there is, even there, 
ſome room to enquire narrowly, whether any /el- 


fb View influences his declared Sentiment. But if 


on this Occaſion he uſes unbecoming Warmth, and, 
as often happens, I Language, and contemptuors 
Treatment, a farther Enquiry will then be neceſſa 

into the Cauſes of theſe ; and, poſſibly, they may 
be found to be no other than the Reſult of a Fond- 
neſs for Reverence and Eſteem, which are no way ſo 
eaſily attracted, as by performing ſome religious 
Duty for others, which they are ſuppoſed not 


qualified to perform, as it is required, in their 


own Behalf. This Diſtinction, as it places a Man 
above his Brethren, is very grateful to his Natural 
Pride, and may therefore juſtly be ſuſpected to 

r too great a Share in any Argument for the 
Continuance of the Office that gains this Regard. 
From whence I only infer, that a Clergyman is. 


left 


1 
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„ 
leſt the Love of Power and Reverence ſhould biaſs 
his Judgment, to which another Man is not ſo 
liable, being temporally diſintereſted in the Iſſue of 
Diſputes of this Kind. Were this properly con- 
ſidered, it is to be queſtioned whether the ſeem- 
ingly zealous V indications of ſeveral External Parts 
of Worſhip, would be ſo favourably received as 
they generally are. | I 

To conclude this Point, in ſpeaking to which I 
have been unwarily led into ſome Digreſſions; I 
believe all the Scripture ſays concerning the Body 
and Blood of CHRIST, and I endeavour to obey 
what is there directed. I find it a Spiritual Thing, 
without Scbolaſtick Names, or ſub-divided Properties: 
I find it there affirmed that whoever eats. the Bread 
CARIST ſpeaks of, will LIVE TOR EVER; I find 
no more than oNE Bread mentioned to which this 
Bleſſing is joined; and therefore I am convinced 
that Outward Bread cannot be the Bread recom- 
mended by CHRISHTH; ſince I preſume you would 
not venture to affirm that all who partake of that 
are thereby made Inheritors of Eternal Life; and 
the Practice of what you call the Chriſtian Church 
can be no Direction in this Cafe, their Opinions 
being no way obligatory upon me, ſince I am 
bleſſed with the ſame Opportunity of knowing the 
Divine Will, which they enjoyed; and therefore 
am not under any Neceſſity to regard their 
Examples, farther than I believe ſuch Exam- 
ples warranted by Scripture and Experience: The 
many Years that the Outward Bread was given as 
the Ordinance of Chriſt, being no Argument for 
its Fitneſs ; and, whenever you are diſpoſed to con- 
temn, or to entertain a Slight Opinion of any Do- 
Etrine, for being what you call an Ue-s$TART one, 
let me intreat you to conſider what were the] gwisH 
Methods of Worſhip in the Time of Moſes ; 
.- hy 2 what 
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what the CnrisTIAn Tenets in the Days of 
CnRISTͤHJ; and what thePRoTEsTAanT Doctrines 
at the Reformation. Every T ruth has been NRW- 
FANGLED, ſince you chuſe the Phraſe, and New- 
neſs cannot properly be objected 10 axy thing, while 
every thing muft have a Beginning. I ſpeak this on 
Suppoſition that the Doctfine have been endea- 
vouring to vindicate, is of as late a Date as you 
iptimate; but I think it far otherwiſe, and hope 


its Agreement with the Scripture Account will 


proye it to be of the Age at leaſt of 1700 Years ; 
and its being re- preacbed by a MEcnanick, can 
bear little Weight againſt a Doctrine whoſe Origi- 
nal Promulgators had few ſelected PIONITIED 
Divines among them, nor ſtood in any Need of 
Ceremonies to ſtrike the Senſes of their Proſelytes, 
to induce them the more willingly to contribute to 
their State and Grandeur; they preached without 
Oftentation, and demanded no Tythes for their 
Recompence; they ä "4 


Here, my Lord, I interrupted, and ſaid: IIN D, 
Sir, you are willing, at any Rate, to bring in 
the Maintenance of our Miniſters, which, I ſhould 
have thought, would more naturally have fell under 
Conſideration before: But, I believe, the ill Succeſs 
of your Late Tythe Bill has made too deep an Im- 
preſſion on your Mind to be quickly eraſed : Where- 
fore, ſince you ſeem deſirous of it, in Compaſſion 
to your Diſappointment, I conſent that Ty THEs, 
or the Settled Maintenance of our Clergy, be the 
next Thing diſcuſſed. But, as I have hitherto opened 
each Subject, I have a Right to deſire you will 
pleaſe r 


My Friend replied : Ihap not the Caſe of Tythes 
ſo immediately in view, às you imagine; but ex- 
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pected your Reply to what +. ſaid : Howeyer, 


ugh Tythes might more properly have been 
conſidered ſooner, I know not but we may both 
think it better to conſider them here; for to have 
entred upon every Point under the Head of the Mi- 
niſtry, that would have related to that Article as 
much as Tythes, would far have excceded the Li- 
mits of this Converſation ; and as Tythes have been 
lately the Subject of much Diſcourſe from the Pul- 
pit, from the Preſ5,. and in Private Companies, it 


will not be amiſs to cloſe this Evening” 5 Diſpute | 


with our Sentiments on that Article: — I with I 
could oblige you by opening the Subject, but it is 
not in my Power, ſince a Negative cannot be 
proved: I deny that Tythes are due to the Chriſtian 


Miniſtry ; it hes upon you to ſhew Whence it appears 
they are. 


1 n, Tn 1s will be no hard Taſk, if the 
Authority of Scripture is regarded on this Head; 
The Support of the Pr:efts was the particular Care 
of the ALMiGuTyY under the Law; and if, by 
Divine Appointment, the Fewiſh Prieſts received cl 
Tenth Produce of the Land, ſurely they deſerved it: 
And ſhall the Chriſtian Miniſtry be deemed leſs 
worthy, and deprived of what They fo long, and 
ſo peaceably poſſeſſed? Their Office is certainly as 
honourable, ang their Service as Great : Wherefore 
then ſhould their Reward be Le/5 ? Is not the Goſ- 
pel as beneficial to the Lairy as the Jewiſb Dis 
penſation? Why then muſt it be leſs ſo to its MINI- 
sT ERS only? Are thoſe to whom the particular 
Care of its Propagation is comm itted, to be the only 
Sufferers by its Propagation? This were to compli- 
ment the Jets indeed! to let it appear that they 
contributed more largely and cbearfully to their 
Prieſts, for the outward Services of killing and 
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offering Sacrifices, &c. than we, are willing to d 
to ours, for adminiſtring the Seals of the new ſpiritual 
Covenant, for daily conſulting our Souls Welfare, 
and continually having the Inſtruftion of their 
numerous Flocks upon their Minds: Which re- 
quires the utmoſt Application of all their Faculties, 
in order to preſerye them in a ſteady Practice of 
Piety and Virtue ; and, in a Word, the whole Em- 
ployment of their Lives. 1 

Tax Prieſts among the Jews were qualified 
tor their Office by little more than mere natural 
Strength; our Miniſters muſt not only be Men of 
good Natural Capacities, but likewiſe Men of 
Learning and a liberal Education: And muſt theſe 
additional Qualifications be requited with a Diminu- 
tion of their Income? | 

IT is to little Purpoſe here to reply, That when 
the Zewiſh Prieſthood ceaſed to be neceſſary, the 

Support of Prieſts continued no longer due; when 
weare told, under the Goſpel Covenant, That thoſe 
who Preach the Goſpel ought to Live by it : The 
Spiritual Labourer being, at leaſt, as worthy 
his Hire as a Temporal one, which was plainly the 
Judgment of the Primitive Chriſtians, and of the 
Catholick Church to this Day. 

WuUuIIx indeed the Church was moleſted with 
Perſecution, the Contributions for the Support of 
the Clergy could not be ſtipulated; but were diſcre- 
tionary, and, as moſt on your ſide of the Queſtion 
ſeem fond of phraſing it, voluntary; but when the 
| Believers obtained Liberty to propagate their 

Holy Doctrines without Fear, and the Roman Sub- 
jets in general] became Chriſtians, they gladly 
graſped that firſt Opportunity of /et:ling the Main- 
tenance of the Miniſtry, which, they ſaw, was 
the only effectual Method of preventing the many 
Inconveniences which muſt have attended its con- 


tinuing 
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tinuing wholly at the Vill of all Profeſſors ; for 
with the Increaſe of Believers, Heretical Pretenders 
to the Chriſtian Name, and contentious Brethren, 
alſo increaſed ; ſo that, from the evil Deſigns of the 
One, and the Envy of the Other, a worthy Miniſter 
of the Church might have been left without Bread, 
and thereby haye been rendered incapable of em- 
ploying his Talents, though ever ſo excellent, to 
the general Good of the Community; it being poſ- 
ſible, without a Regular Proviſion, that he might 
have been unable to procure a neceſſary Support, 
while the meaneſt Mechan;z was not liable to la- 
bour under that Difficulty. 

Bur, beſides this, a Miniſter relying thus /olely 
on the Pleaſure of his Hearers for Subſiſtence, 
might, very probably, have been induced to re- 
ſtrain the Liberty of Preaching with «nbyaſſed Rigor 
againſt every Error of Faith or Practice, in whom/o- 
ever it appeared : Which would greatly have blunted 
the Edge of the Goſpel Tenets, and have retarded 
the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, which a declared and 
irreconcileable Enmity to Vice and Impiety, bow- 
ever dignified, was ever found moſt to facilitate 
for, when the Preacher depended on the Will of his 
Audience for his Support, Nature would too aptly 
have occaſioned a Silence, where Correction was 
moſt wanted: — Whereas, when the Miniſter is 
certain of a proper Share of all Neceſſaries, indepen- 
dent of the Humour of thoſe he endeavours to inſtruct, 
he is not only freed from any Temptation to coun- 
tenance Vice in thoſe who are beſt able to contribute 
towards his Support, but is alſo eaſed of that Care, 
(as I hinted the Beginning of this Evening) which 
muſt take up ſome Part in the Thoughts of a Man 
whoſe daily Subſiſtence is always uncertain, and per- 
haps very precarious. The Eſtabliſhment of Tythes 
ſettled every Danger in this Reſpect, to the overs) 
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Satisfaction of the Church, and univerſal Advan- 


tage of Chriſtians, for many Ages; ſeveral Ad- 


ditional Grants pp, þ made; where the former. were 


found not ſufficient for the Purpoſes deſigned ; but 


no Reduction ever Deſired, or ſo much as men- 
tioned : The Demurs againſt this Settled Proviſion 


being very modern; and the Complaints of their 


'Unlawſulneſs have principally come from thoſe 


whoſe Intereſt it is not only to decry the Divine and 
Legal Right of our Miniſtry to Tythes, but their 


Claims even to the Attention of che People com- 
mitted to their Charge. — A little more Moderation, 


I had almoſt faid Modeſty, would well become 


Men, who by the mere Lenity of the Mildeſt Go- 
verument in the Univerſe, are e gernntled to profeſs 
Principles repugnant to the Eſtabliſhed Faith of the 
Realm ; and I fear, in too many Inſtances, dan- 
gerous to the Welfare of its Members. 


HERE my Friend's Countenance hab arid 


his Deportment expreſſed more Confuſion, than I 
obſerved in him before: And, after a few Minutes 
Pauſe, | 


6 He replied : I was ſomewhat ſtartled at the 
Heat contained in your laſt Words; and could not 


tell readily what to attribute it to; but, upon a 


ſhort Reflection, I concluded, as you had hither- 
to kept that moderate Temper for which I have 
many Years valued you, and ſpoke with Modera- 
tion on Matters which moſt nearly concerned your- 
felf, this ſudden Change muſt ariſe from a Weak- 
neſs, I was unwilling to believe you tinctured with, 

a Hind Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of your Clergy, and a 
groundleſs Suppoſition that Bae R Iuterę 10 is in- 
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on the Attributes of the AL MIOHT, and the 
Means of his own Salvation, with Diſcernment 
and Candor, and ſerenely bear Contradiction on 
thefe Points; ana yet on the Glimmering of an 
Attack upon, or even a Query of his appointed 
TrAchER's Power or Income, deſcend immediately 
to Clamour and Hard Names, and drop every Qua- 
lity that before made him amiable in the Eyes of 
all that heard him! But I will not longer inſiſt 
on a Topick as foreign to our Subject, as poſſibly 
it is difagreeable to you; and will therefore proceed, 
with all, the Moderation I am Maſter of, to con- 
fute what you have alledged in Defence of Tythes, 
as collected by the Miniſters of our National Church: 
And I am of Opinion that a few Words will con- 
vince you, or any thinking Man, that, however 
ſtrong their Title to them is from the Laws of 
the Fang, their Claims from Scripture have but 
very ſlender Foundation. 

Lou begun with obſerving, That, as the Jeto- 
% Prieſthood received the Tenths of the Products 
of the Land, for their Service in Religious Offices, 
the Chriſtian Miniſters are at leaſt as worthy of it, 
for the Performance of their Duty under the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation: But this Inference is not at all neceſ- 
fary, nor indeed juſt; the Former being due by ex- 
preſs Command, and the Latter having no ſuch Au- 
thority in their Favour. Beſides the Divine Appoint- 
ment, the Tythes of the Levites were no more than 
their Dne from Reaſon and Equity, they being one 
Tenth of the People, and allotted no Share in the 
Diviſion of the Land with the other nine Tribes : 
If, by Virtue of this Allotment, the Chriſtian 
Prieſts demand a Tenth, it will be incumbent 
upon them to ſhow, firſt, that hey have not, with - 
out theſe Tenths, as large a Share of Inheritance as 
their Lay- Bretbren; and, in the next Place, they 
H mult 
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muſt ſhew, if they would preſerve the leaſt Shadow 
of Compariſon between the Tythes under the Law, 
and under the Goſpel, that they are a FULL 
TENTH Or THE PEOPLE ; that for every Prieſt 
throughout the Kingdom, there are no more than 
Nine other Perſons, which was ſtrictly the Caſe 
among the Jews, and the Calculation upon which 
the Right of Tythes was firſt granted. Had the 
Levites been without the Tythes, they would have 
had a Tenth of the Land; and, as they had a Tenth 
of its Produtts without the Fatigue which attended 
procuring it, in lieu thereof they were obliged 
to perform all the Offices belonging to their Ce- 
remonious Worſhip ; which was filled with ſo 
many Obſervations of one Kind or other, as ſeem 
to have afforded the Levitical as much Employ- 
ment, as fell to the Lot of any other Tribe. 

IT is alſo neceſſary here to conſider, that the 
Tribe of Levi was ſelected only for the Performance 
of Typical and Outward Obſervations, for which they 
received an Outward Reward : but, as theſe Cere- 
monies were to ceaſe at the Completion of the Things 
typified, the Reward was ſurely no longer due; for, 
what 1s more abſurd, than to aſſert that, after the 
Buſineſs in which Men are employ'd is at an End, 
yet ſtill their Pay continues never the leſs due — If 
the Labourer has hitherto been worthy of his Hire, 
when he no longer labours, wherefore muſt we 
longer hire? 

IT 1s next to be conſidered, Upon what Paſſages 
in the net Teſtament your Miniſtry claim Tythes 
from Chriſtians: And, though the Clergy very 
frequently urge the Authority of the Goſpel in ſup- 
port of their Demand for a Tenth Part of the Pro- 
duct of their ſeveral Pariſhes, yet upon the Re- 
petition of the very Texts uſed by them on this 
Occaſion, it will appear to every Perſon diſintereſted 

in 
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in the Diſpute, that Nothing more was ever meant 
or authoriſed to a Goſpel Miniſter, by CHRIST, 
or the Apoſtles, than his Receiving a Bodily Support- 
from the Believers at ſuch times as the Diſcharge 
of his Duty in the Miniſtry deprived him of any 
other Subſiſtence. Thus our Saviour, on com- 
miſſioning the Apoſtles, ſays, as I before obſerved, 
* FREELY you have received, FREELY give: Pro- 
vide neither Gold, Silver, nor Braſs, in your 
* Purſes — for the Workman is worthy of his 
« MEAT.“ This, ſurely, could never be under- 
ſtood to imply either a Coach or an Equipage, 
which yet we ſee often upheld by Incomes for Spi- 
ritual Labour! — Agreeable to this Inſtruction 


given the Goſpel Preachers, is the Rejoicing of 


St. Paul on his having preached the Goſpel of God 
FREELY, And the New Teſtament abounds with 
ſo many Cautions againſt making Worldly Profit of 
the Spiritual Gift of the Miniſtry, as prove, I ſhould 
think, beyond any Doubt, that not only a full Tenth 
of our Productions is contrary to the Goſpel Pro- 
viſion for its Miniſters ; but that any /e/tled Main- 
tenance at all is as far from an Obedience to the 
Preaching of CHRIST and his Diſciples, as would be 
a Heave Offering, or a ſacrificed Heifer; both 
which were inſtituted and abrogated at the ſame 
Time with Tytbes, and muſt be of equal Force till a 


Command for theContinuance of the Latter appears, 


ſubſequent to their general Period of Termination. 
TRE Legal Eſtabliſhment of Tythes is of far 
the greateſt Weight, and to attempt proving they 
are not due on this Account, would be little bet- 
ter than a mad Undertaking ; for it argues great 
Weakneſs to endeavour to prove that Unlawful, 
which the Laws of our Country enjoin, as has been 
lamely attempted by Perſons pretending to have 
our Intereſt much at Heart, though the only Ef- 
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fect theſe Men have had, or could expect to have, 
has been to expoſe themſelves to Ridicule, and to 
injure the Cauſe they ſeemed to defend, by making 
it appear in a Light much inferior to the true one; 
and deſpiſed by all thinking Men that bear the 
Quakers Name.“ It being certain, that the beſt 
Method of vindicating Tythes, in theſe Realms, 
would be to renounce any other Claim thereto than 
what has been GIVEN by the LROISLATURE: 
For I hope I have made it evident that they draw 
very little Authority either from the Precepts 
of the Old Teſtament, or Examples in the, New: 
And as the Temporal Power of our Conſtitution 
inveſts the Preſent Poſſeſſors of Tythes with ſuf- 
ficient Power to levy them at all Events, ,in 
Defiance of the warmeſt Gainſayers, it ſeems alto- 
gether needleſs to inſiſt on any other Authority than 
that by which alone they are levied: For, tho? ſome 
of the modern Partakers of Tythes have had Mo- 
deſty enough to affirm they are of a Sanction ſupe- 
rior to our Legiſlature, and independent of its Influence, 
yet upon a ſhort Enquiry into the Inſtitution, 
Progreſs, and Increaſe of Tythes among Chriſtians, 
it will be found that even the Authority they derive 
from Law, was originally an Authority given for 
other Purpoſes than thoſe to which Tythes are now 
applied; or, at beſt, it will be found to have ſprung 
from voluntary Conceſſions, and conſtrained Grants, 
from Princes whoſe Diſtreſſes and Intereſts obliged 


them 


* Heres, I apprehend, my Friend alluded to the unac- 
countable Four Hundred a Year Author of the Replication to 
the Country Parſon's Plea, &c. who, having the Aſſurance to 
aſſert he was offered 400 J. per Ann. in Church Preferments, 
without giving any Proof of ſo improbable a Fact, is kind 
enough to convince us that our Church is little worſe for his 
Refuſal, by his /aww, random, and myſierious Method of vindi- 


cating the Community, of which, at preſent, he is ſo deſirous of 
being thought a Member. 


1 
them to contribute to the Emolument of the Church, 
though at the Expence of their own: Revenue and 
their r People's Wealth, 

Taz Gentlemen who ſpeak moſt earneſtly in 
defence of Tythes know, without Doubt, that 
above 1 Hundred Years paſſed after the firſt 
Preaching of Chriſtianity, before ever the Pope of 
Rome made them Inde pendent of the Grver*s Plea- 
fure ; which bahn 5 became then the more ne- 
ceſſary, as the Purity of the Cbriſtian Teachers 
was by that time much eclipſed, and, conſequently, 
the Inclination of ſupporting them grew propor- 
tionably cool: Before this Time, though they were 
collected by the Priefts, they were always gathered 
in the Name of the poor Brethren; to whom the 
Prieſts were ſuppoſed to diftribute them: When 
once theſe Gifts were transferred from the indigent 
Chriſtians to the Ecclgſiaſticks it was not long be- 
fore they themſelves ſhone forth in that Pomp and 
Splendor, which they had ſo zealouſly condemned 
as unwarrantable in others, and ſome of them openly 

lived in ſuch Voluptuouſneſs, as ſeemed nearer the 


Idea of a Senſual Pagan Emperor, than that of an 
humble Chriſtian Prick, 

BEIN arrived thus far, their Courage increaſed 
with their Riches and Authority, and Princes were 
ſoon brought to a Neceſſity of making ſuch Laws 

in their Behalf, as they thought fit to demand ; or 
throwthemſelvesinto * imminent Danger of bof ing 
their Crowns by the Publick Anathemas and Private 
Intrigues of the Clergy. Hence, in this Land, 
the Grants of Tythes before the Conqueſt were 
declared to be defigned to avert ſome impending 
Judgment, which the Prieſts found Means to make 
the , > and ſometimes the People allo, appre- 
hend: For, whenever they had an Advantage in 
view, no Method was ſo certain to procure it, as 
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to make the beſtowing it an Obedience to the Divine 
Will: A Feint practiſed with general Succeſs by 
Prieſts of all Denominations. Theſe Artifices 
were moſt frequent ſoon after the Converſion of 
this Iſland: And yet then the Grants obtained for 
Tythes appropriated only one Part of them to the 
Prieſt, and the other f4vo to repair the Churches, Sc. 
And after the Conqueſt, though they left the Poor 
out of their Grant, it was not much otherwiſe ; for 
we find King Stephen, after having been harraſſed 
almoſt out of his Life and Mingdom by the Clergy 
of his Realm, granting them Tythes, to appeaſe . 
their otherwiſe implacable Fury ; but, becauſe it 
was not even then thought expedient to own for 
what Cauſes they were granted, for want of any 
better Reaſon to aſſign, they are ſaid to be beſtowed 
to procure the SALVATION of HIMSELF and ALL 
His ANCESTORS, In like manner, his Succeſſors, 
for many Years, conſtantly healed their Breaches 
with the Court of Rome, or bribed the Reſentment 


af their own Ecelgſiaſticks, by new Conceſſions: 


And what, but a Fear of incurring their Clerical 
Scourge, was the Motive of granting the Extraor- 
dinary Act in their Favour in the Reign of King 
Henry VIII. which is the moſt effectual for their 
Recovery to this Day? And for what Cauſe, but 
to avoid the Clamour of the Clergy, on the Loſs of 
many of their Poſſeſſions, was this Act ſtrengthned 
and enlarged by the Succeeding Monarch, and the 
Deciſion of all Diſputes relating thereto veſted 
in the Spiritual Court? Theſe Acts are indiſputa- 
ble Laws of the Land, and as ſuch, though many 
of my Brethren will not, I readily obey them: The 
Preamble of an Act of Parliament, I imagine my 
ſelf at Liberty to, approve or diſlike, provided I 
obey the Enacting Clauſes, and, though theſe Sta- 
tutes ground the Right of Tythes as being due to 
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Gop and Holy Church, 1 may pay as little Regard 
as I pleaſe to their Divine Authority, provided I 
conform to their Temporal Demands. To deny the 
latter is certainly blameable ; ſince, according to 
our beſt of Conſtitutions, our Repreſentatives are 
ſuppoſed to be entruſted with our Conſents relating 
to whatever affects the Publick Welfare: And 
were every Man, when a Law happens to diſagree 
with his Sentiment, or Intereſt, to refuſe his Compli- 
\ ance, the beſt of Laws would be attended with 
the utmoſt Confuſion; or, more properly, there 
could be no Laws at all, ſince none could be duly 
and. peaceably executed. This Conſideration makes 
me very chearfully conform to what many well-de- 
ſigning Men among us ſuffer much for, rather than 
comply with : I never had other than a Legal De- 
mand made of Tythes; and a Legal Demand I 
obey as a Subject, not as a Chriſtian; it being al- 
ways my Judgment that by paying them I did no 
more than my Duty as a Member of Society. 


HERE my Friend ended; and there was ſome- 
thing ſo candid in his Concluſion, that it prevented 
my replying to what he had urged againſt the Di- 
vine Authority of Tythes ; eſpecially, as I had not 
much to offer on that Head more than he had 
anſwered as he = on: But I obſerved to him, 
that the Subject of what he had urged was not the 
Occaſion of the Noiſe which he mentioned, lately made 
about Tytbes; the Quakers not offering in a Publick 
Manner one Reaſon againſt them, only praying 
more Indulgence for their head-ſtrong Brethren in 
regard to the Payment of them. 


To this he replied: I cox RSG what I have ſaid 
does not immediately affect the late Diſpute about 
Tythes ; but I judged it more material to ſettle the 

Right 
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Right of Hebes! in general, than to argue againſt any 


Peer: Method of levying them. —I have 
ſhewn , or at leaſt have endeavoured to ſhew, that 
ALL the Right the Clergy have to demand them is 
derived from the Laws of our Country, independently 
either of the Moſaick or Chriſtian Diſpenſations: 
And, in this View, ſhould the 2yakers petition 
even againſt Tythes themſelves, I do not ſee they 
would * commit a Breach of their Duty as 
Subjects, or Proteſtants ;” but ſtill leſs blameable are 
they for their laſt Application to Parliament; 
wherein all they prayed was, that ſuch among 
them as would not readily conform to the Bay- 
ment of Tythes, and muſt therefore be compelled, 
might be impaled | in a Manner Jeſs expenſive, but 
not leſs effeftual to the Recovery of the Clergy's 
Demands, than thoſe at preſent commonly cho- 
ſen on theſe Occaſions z and it is not eaſy to con- 
ceive how a Miniſter of the Goſpel can deſire to have 
it in his Power to be more troubleſome to another 
than even the Security of his own ſuppoſed Pro- 
perty requires; or Why a Clergyman ſhould pre- 
fer a hard and oppreſſive Courſe of Law to an eaſy 
and Jeſs injurious one. — However ſuch Men may 
reconcile theſe Proceedings to their Conſciences, I 
defy the ſubtleſt amongft them to reconcile them 
to the Meekneſs, Charity, and Brotherly Love re- 
quired of every Common Chriſtian, and no where, 
that I remember, diſpenſed with in their Spiritual 
Guides. —Should the Avakers defired Redreſs be 
without Foundation, they cannot even then be 
blamed ; ſince they, in common with other Sub- 
jects, have a Liberty to complain of whatever they 
think a Grievance; and if it does not appear ſuch 
to thoſe who are the proper Judxes, their peaceable 
continuing to bear _ A the beſt rler they 
can e the Government of the Honeſty of their 


WT Deſigns, 


1 
Deſigns, and that their Application proceeded 
from no other Motive than the Deſire of Relief, 
in a Caſe where, they humbly apprehend, Scripture 


and Reaſon would grant it. 


I was going to reply, but Word being brought 
that Supper was on the Table, we cloſed our Diſ- 
courſe for the Preſent, referring the farther Purſuit 
of the Subject to another Opportunity. 

THE next time I met my Kinſman, he returned 
Thanks for my Endeavours to reclaim him; but 
begged I would not blame him for continuing in 
the Principles he had embraced: For, /aid he, 
though I am much obliged for your Attempts 
to vindicate the Tenets of the Church you are 
* a Member of, and, according to the beſt of my 
** Diſcernment, think you made uſe of the moſt 
*« effeftual Arguments in their Defence, yet they 
appear to me not ſufficient to ſupport the Autho- 
F< rity of the Principles they were brought to vin- 
** dicate : There being ſuch an Agreement in the 
Opinions and Practices of the Quakers with the 
Account of the Firſt Chriſtians, as I cannot find 
in any other Denomination among us; which 
alone was the Motive of my joining them, and 
*© muſt be the Cauſe of my continuing among them, 
„till I find a People nearer the Scripture Plan of 
* Chriſtianity; when it would be as much my 
Duty to leave the Qyaters, as it was lately to be- 
come one of their Profeſſion.“ 


Tnus, My Lord, J have laid before you an im- 
partial Account of this Converſation; in which I 
have had a greater Regard to Truth than Method, 
I am under much Concern that it had not its deſired 
Effect, and my Kinſman's Continuance among the 
Quakers gives me the more Uneaſineſs, becauſe, 


I theugh 


581 
though at firſt I thought he might have been reco- 
vered by a little Reflection and Reaſoning, I now 


know not what Step to take, there being no Hopes 


of his ever being reclaimed by reading the Books 
now extant againſt them ; they being too generally 
deititute of that Charity which he has always de- 


+ Clared to be the certain Attendant of Truth, and 


the inſeparable Mark of a Chriſtian Doctrine. 
Ox thing I obſerved in all our Writers againſt 
the Quakers, was, a Haughtineſs of Language, 
and an imperious Manner of uſing them; which is 
apt to beget a Diſtaſte in the Reader to a very ma- 
terial Truth when ſo aſſerted; and, as all tbe/e Gen- 
tlemen have happened to be Clergymen, it ſeems 
but indifferently to become the Miniſters of that 
meek and Patient Jeſus whoſe Church they under- 
take to defend. This Manner of treating any Body 
of Diſſenters has been a great Reaſon of the many 
Separations from our Church that ſtill are kept up; 
and your Lordſhip has ſhewn, on all Occaſions, fo 
much Temper and Moderation, that there is no 
doubting your Diſlike of every thing writ with 
the leaſt Appearance of Hatred or Contempt : The 
abounding of which in all who have yet wrote 
ainſt them, is one Inſtance of the Need we are in 
of a Confutation of Quateriſin free from that Heat 
and Impatience which has made the Performances 
of all thoſe who have hitherto attempted ſuch a 
Work, appear rather as InveCtives againſt that Peo- 
ple, than as Tracts wrote to refute falſe Principles, and 
tor the Information of miſled, or miſtaken Chriſtians. - 
AxorHRER Fault of moſt, if not all our Writers 
againſt the Quakers, is, their repeating, one from 
another, a Series of RipicuLavs AcTions of 
Perſons profeſſing themſelves of that Perſuaſion. 
This, y Lord, though it be the moſt copious and 
favourite Argument of any, is, ſurely, the worſt Ar- 


gument 
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Fument can be uſed; it being a hard matter for any 
Community to vindicate the unaccountable Frenzies 
with which ſome of its Members have been poſ- 
ſeſſed ; and it would be as found Reaſoning for a 
Perſon to aſſert, that, becauſe a Member of the 
Church of England committed Murder, the Church of 
England allows and countenances Murder; as to ſay 
that, becauſe Nayler blaſphemed, Eccles ran naked 
into a Church during Divine Service, and a Servant 
Maid of Bread-Street Burnt the Bible, THEREFORE 
the Quakers hold with Blaſphemy, Indecency, and 
Contempt of the Scriptures! —And yet Inferences of 
this Kind are frequent, even in our beſt Authors 
that have wrote on 2Quakeri/m, though I am unable 
to know what they propoſed by them; ſince the 
Owaker-Writers never laid hold of that Crutch to 
ſupport their Principles, nor ſeem ever to have had 
Recourſe to any thing Perſonal, but when they were 
firſt perſonally attacked. . 

THr1s has given the Advocates for the Quakers 
great Advantage over the Myiters againſt them, 
and many have concluded that nothing but want 
of Argument could plunge Men into ſo much 
low Scandal, where Reaſoning only could hope for 
Succeſs. 

Hence, my Lord, I cannot help thinking, 
that could we once boaſt of a Detection of the Errors 
of the QUAKERs written with a Calmneſs becoming 
the Subject, and without any other Deſign or Ten- 
dency than that of Reclaiming the Miſled, the In- 
creaſe of theſe People, ſo much gloried in of late 
mult ſpeedily ceaſe, * 

TEISs, according to the beſt of my Judgmen 
and Obſervation, is the Preſent State of this Na- 


Juſt and agreeable to Experience, Your Lordſhip 
is of any the beſt Judge; ſince your Vigilance. for 
>, . 
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4 the Good of that Church * has fo endincatly 

Eiſtiiguiſhed* you, has enabled your Lordſhip to 
airive at the Knowledge of the State of our Reli- 
gious Relations and Intereſts with more Certainty 
than has hitherto been attainable by any* who 
have undertook our.Church's' Defence againſt the 
various Attacks of its Enemies. Should I be . 
ſo fortunate as to have your Lordſhip think my f 
Apprehenſions of Danger from the Quakers ſca- | 
ſonable, and a Rational, Perſuaſive, and Charitable 
ReruTATION of their erroneous Opinions, the 
only proper Preſervative againſt them: I ſhall then | 
have the Pleaſure in common withall my Country- 5 
men, of being enabled, by ſuch a Work, to anſwer N 

 #heir Objections, without deſpiſing the Pole them- 

ſelves. 

I am afraid I have detained your LordſhipFoo 
long g; which is the leſs excuſable at a Seaſon when 
all hearty Friends to the Eſtabliſhed Church fix 
their Eyes upon your Lordſhip as the great Advo- , 
ente of their Cauſe, and the Perſon on Whoſe Pru- 
dence and Conduct they continue tô rely: And I 
make no Doubt but your Lordſhip's uſual Zeal for 
the Good of our ſtabliſbed Church will be crowned 
with the Succeſs it deſerves; to the Joy of all her 
faithful Members, and the moſt ſenfible Pleaſure 
of one whoſe greateſt Ambition is to prove himſelf 
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Your Loxpsnie's 


*.0NDON, 
4.1737. on 
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